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The Nazrul Endowment Lectureship Fund
Established at The California State University, Northridge (CSUN)
Visit the website: nazrul.org then click on nazrul lectureship endowment fund

Please make your check payable to:
CSUN Foundation (CSUN stands for California State University, Northridge)
(At the left bottom portion of your check please write: (for Nazrul Endowment Fund)

Checks should be directly mailed to:

Mr. Steven Wallace, Director of Development of College of Humanities
California a State University, Northridge Campus

18111 Nordhoff Street, Northridge, CA-91330-8252

!

Or Kazi M. Belal, Nazrdl Endowment Fund Coordinator
40 Sunny Side Drive, Northford, Connecticut-06472

Your donation is fully tax deductible and therefore you will receive a letter of
acknowledgement directly from the California State University. Your name will be
added to the donor's list of the University Foundation and the University will send you
a statement on the activities & the development of the fund, and on its current status.

Please direct all your questions to the following persons:
Ms. Noreen Galvin, College of Humanities
Tel: 818-677-3301 / Fax: 818-677-4902

Mr. Kazi M. Belal
Nazrul Endowment Fund Coordinator and Executive Director, Taranga of California
Tel: 203-484-2546 / Fax: 818-677-3301 / Email: kbelal@comcast.net

US University academic scholars involved in Nazrul's research work towards
the goal of gaining a wider recognition for his creative work in the Western World.

Professor Winston Langley: Prof. of International Affairs, University of Massachusetts
has already written a book (2002) on Nazrul " A Moral Giant" waiting to be published.

Professor Phyllis Herman: Assistant Professor, Department of religious studies
California State University is currently involved in Nazrul's Study Program.

Professor Roger Buckley: Director & Professor of History, Asian American Studies
Institute, University of Conn. Interested in introducing and sponsoring programs to
promote Nazrul Islam and his creative work. (Program will start in May/June 2004)

Professor Henry Glassi: Indiana University USA. Involved in research work.
Professor Miako: University of Tokyo, Japan. Involved in research.

Of course, there are other internationally known scholars also involved in Nazrul's research work. We have
only named a very few from the vast list of Nazrul scholars and researchers. The names mentioned here are
a few who are fully committed to preserving and promoting Kazi Nazrul Islam's vast treasures in the USA
and Canada, and working towards gaining a wider recognition for his accomplishment.
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Chairperson’s Message

The North America Nazrul Conference Committee (NANCC) is pleased to present
to you the second volume of the Committee’s magazine, The Nightingale (or “Bulbul” in
Bangla). The purpose of this magazine is to publicize the work of poet Kazi Nazrul Islam
to readers in North America and to provide an outlet for research on his work.

Although best known as a poet and composer, Kazi Nazrul Islam was an
uncompromising social reformer. His writings against any kind of exploitation and
injustice are as relevant today and in every nook and corner of the world as it was during
his time and in his homeland India. It is this universality of his message that needs to be
brought into the open, unhindered by the language barrier.

We would like to thank the previous Committee for showing us the way by
bringing out the first volume. We have established a permanent Editorial Board with a
mission to bring out the Nightingale at least once a year every year. We invite all writers
and researchers on Nazrul Islam to contribute to the magazine and help make rhe
Nightingale a flagship publication on Nazrul’s work.

We thank the writers, financial contributors and the Editorial Board for making this
publication possible.

Sultan Ahmad
Chairperson,
North America Nazrul Conference Committee
sahmadraj@hotmail.com

A Message

It is with pleasure that I congratulate all members of the new editorial committee
of our biennial magazine “The Nightingale”. Undoubtedly, this is a challenging
task, but I am confident, they will do a superb job. They are all capable
individuals with years of experience and most having quality publications of their
own. Therefore, I have no hesitation to say “It is in good hands”.

It is now our duty to give them all possible support so that Nazrul admirers
across the globecan be truly proud of this publication. Again, I commend them
wholeheartedly and wish them every success in this endeavor.

Thank you.

Mahmood Billah
Coordinator, 1*. NANC, hosted by Shoukhin of New Jersey, 1990.
Member, NANCC



Winston E. La ngley is a professor of International Relations and Political Science, as well as Associate

Nazrul : A Moral Giant
Winston E. Langley

Poets and their poetry, throughout the history of human beings, have had important
impacts--negative and affirmative--on human life. One has only to think of Shakespeare,
Goethe, Pushkin, Dante, Tagore, Marti, Szymborska, Homer, and Ikhnaton, to mention a
few. Those important impacts have varied in the range of their geographic and intellectual
reach as well as in the nature and scope of their social, spiritual, and, more broadly, cultural
meaning. Even in instances where the general and even the culturally lettered public has
been little aware of some poets, their influence have continued to reflect and inspire the
spiritual terrain over which the journey of human experience has taken place.

One of the modern poets who has had a significant effect on the twentieth century--and, I
dare say, who will have an even wider and more profound effect on the twenty-first--is Kazi
Nazrul Islam. He is not widely known in the West, and even, in some instances, in the East
and the Global South or North, in general. Yet his views on politics, aesthetics, ethics,
religion, human liberation and development, globalism, the nature of citizenship, and, in
general, human nature and possibilities, bear directly on some of the most important themes
that have become the defining attributes of where we as human beings (especially after
September 11, 2001) are tending and the collective ends we are seeking.

Because he was born in poverty and gained very little material support, Nazrul did not even
have the chance to complete his elementary education. The genius in him, however, allowed
him to use the smattering of formal learning to transform himself into a great poet. Indeed,
he was so prolific, especially in the number of songs he wrote, that one may properly call
him the Mozart (and here we are including the playfulness, variety, complexity, and beauty
of Mozart's work, not simply its quantity) of the twentieth century.

The book, using poems, songs, plays, essays, speeches, and borrowings from the writings
of others, seeks fo look at this twentieth-century genius, and, in so doing, to examine his
thinking in a number of areas. First, it seeks to examine Nazrul's view of the nature and
functions of poetry, as compared with the views of a number of other respected thinkers.
Second, it looks at the spirit of rebellion and creation, as he expressed and embodied it.
Third, the work then moves to appraise the poet's romantic impulses, not as the term
romantic is commonly used and generally understood, but as the term expresses certain
aesthetic, social, moral, intellectual and political tendencies.

Fourth, the book identifies Nazrul as a modern and postmodern thinker and explores that
thinking. Fifth, the work reviews Nazrul's view on human capabilities and possibilities, in
comparison to the views expressed by a number of world-renown thinkers. On the basis of
those identified and assessed capabilities, he posits a future for human beings. That future
includes, as the book goes on to show, that of becoming global citizens as a step toward full
human development. ‘

What emerges from the study is human giant--an intellectual, moral and spiritual giant.
And this giant, linking himself to "something not ourselves”, thought about the world, the
connection of that "something not ourselves” to humans, the relationship of virtue to the
health of the soul, the nature and significance of human life, and the character and scope
of human liberation and dignity. We cannot possibly presume to speak about Islam and
thinking within Islam, without leaning about and communing with Kazi Nazrul Islam,

Provost for Academic Affairs at the University of Massachusetts Boston.

Since 1945 "Teaching Learning and Judging: i
), . g: Some Reflections h
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He has just completed a book on the rights of children.,

works are: The Encyclopedia of Human Rights Issues
niversity and Political Legitimacy", and "Job
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I Sing of Equality
Translated by
Sajed Kamal

I sing of equality

in which dissolves

all the barriers and estrangements,

in which are united

Hindus, Buddhists, Muslims, Christians.
I sing of equality.

Who are you?—A Parsee? A Jain? A Jew?

A Santal, a Bheel or a Garo?

A Confucian? A disciple of Charbak?

Go on—tell me what else!

Whoever you are, my friend,

whatever holy books or scriptures

you stomach or carry on your shoulder

or stuff your brains with—the Quran, the Puranas,
the Vedas, the Bible, the Tripitaka, the Zend-Avesta,
the Grantha Saheb—why do you waste your labor?
Why inject all this into your brain?

Why all this—like petty bargaining in a shop
when the roads are adorned with blossoming flowers?
Open your heart—within you lie

all the scriptures,

all the wisdom of all ages.

Within you lie all the religions,

all the prophets—your heart

is the universal temple

of all the gods and goddesses.

Why do you search for God in vain

within the skeletons of dead scriptures
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when he smilingly resides in he privacy

of your immortal heart?

I'm not lying to you, my friend.

Before this heart

all the crowns and royalties surrender.

This heart is Neelachal, Kashi, Mathura,
Brindaban, Budh-Gaya, Jerusalem, Medina, Ka'aba.
This heart is the mosque, the temple, the church.
This is where Jesus anid Moses found the truth.

In this battlefield

the young flute player sang the divine Geeta.

In this pasture

the shepherds became prophets.

In this meditation chamber

Shakya Muni heard the call of the suffering humanity
and decried his throne.

In this voice

the Darling of Arabia heard his call,

from here he sang the Quran's message of equality.
What I've heard, my friend, is not a lie :

there's no temple or Ka'aba

greater than this heart!

Source: Nazrul Institute Journal ( Vol 5 ) : Dhaka, Bangladesh
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