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THE COUNCIL
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THE CITY OF NEW YORK
CITY HALL
NEW YORK, N.Y. 0007
Tue CiTy OF NEw YORK PETER F. VALLONE, COUNCILMAN
OFFICE OF THE MayoRr 22ND COUNCILMANIC DISTRICT. QUEENS
o7 22-45 31sT STREET, ASTORIA.NY. 11105
ew YoRry, N.Y. 100
s ' 718-274-4500 May 14, 1999

[JRespono To DistricT OFFICE

May 29-30, 1999

Dear Friends:

. . As the Council Member representing Northwest Queens, T would like
Dear Friends

| an del |g‘ ted to exte d g eelir gs to a“ those a“e“dl“g the S xth NOI tll A“le||Ca N
Naz ul Co ference, OSted by the Ba g ades“ SttUte of Performing ’: ts. Thisis a d my w armest greet]ngs and 1 5l
Vi ry P ua h & att d
ion a yOU Ce\ brate the 0 ort. Ame]{'] can N ] endance at
Spec a occaslo S e 100 bi th annl ersa 0‘ the natior la‘ Oe( Of the SlXth Ann es to a-u thOSe 1n

Whether as doctors and engineers, politicians and poets, Bangladeshi-
Bangladesh, Kazi Nazrul Isiam. iated with the Americans have added significantly to our nation’s cultural vibrancy. By
ize those associated wi 1 : e lish h
On benalfof our Gt | &m pleesed 6 BT event and contrbuting so much v T o e e
i f Performing to unite with
Bangladesh lnshtutg Q ; s always a pleasure to bevond.
ao o reat City. Itis alway : day. Y
o ine am_sttc dsl\\f:;wsg ?/fo?l:sr gand | re:'nain grateful for the opportunity KT VP
organizations It is my distinct pleasure to join each of you today in celebrating the
My best wishes for an enjoyable event. :

birth centenary of Kazi Nazrul Islam, the great national poet of Bangladesh.

celebration be a great success.
AL W fotia

Rudolph W. Giuliani
Mayor

Z Sincerely, I wish each of you continued success and happiness, and may your

~" PETERF. VALLONE

SPEAKER
w




CLAIRE SHULMAN

PRESIDENT

(718) 286-3000

TELECOPIER (718) 286-2885
TDD (718) 286-2656

CITY OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE
DENT OF THE BOROUGH OF QUEENS
120-55 QUEENS BOULEVARD
KEW GARDENS, NEW YORK 11424

PRESI

May 29, 1999

Dear Friends:
Greetings and best wishes to all those attending this year's Nazrul Conference.
This celebration of the birth cen oet Kazi Nazrul Islam is 2
significant event in the Bangladesh community in Queens and around the world. Thanks to
organizations like the Bangladesh Institute of Performing Arts, milestones like this bring

people together to celebrate the history and traditions of their culture.

tenary of renowned p

1 join you in marking this important anniversary and, again, extend best wishes t0

all those participating in this year's conference.

CLAIRE SHULMAN
President
Borough of Queens
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COMPTROLLER OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK
1 CENTRE STREET
NEW YORK, NY 10007-2341
(212) 669-3500

ALAN G. HEVESI
COMPTROLLER

April 13, 1999

It is with great pleasure that I
) : iU congratulate you on th i
Institute of Performing Arts’ Sixth North America Na);rul Conf;re(r)lf:(;asmn OF e R

I commend your celebration of the bi azru

. e birth centen: f Kazi

national i is mi g i gk

e m c:lf1 filrgnl:gz:ﬁ, ‘l‘:)!'tsmarkmg @s milestone, BIPA continues to shal:le' itt};ernkgnl::;eh?
community. Thank you for enlarging our nation’s cultural

horizons.

Best wishes for a successful Conference.

 Sincerely,
ljs / T
1 3
7.0 B [ A S P
Alan G. Hevesi

AGH:ec




VINICIO DONATO
Chairperson

JOSEPH GUARINO
First Vice Chairperson

GEORGE L STAMATIADES
Second Vice Chairperson

NORMA NIEVES-BLAS
Third Vice Chairperson

JOHN A. SCOURAKIS
Executive Secretary

COMMITTEES &
CHAIRPERSONS

Consumer Affairs
Madeleine Gillis

Education
Linda Perno

Environmental Protection
Joan Asselin

Health & Social Services!
Senior/Special Citizens
Myron Kaner

Housing
Mary O'Hara

Industrial Commercial
Julian Wager

Parks & Recreation/
Cultural Affairs/OTB
Anna Kril

Public Safety
Antonio Meloni

Transportation
Jeffrey Gold

Youth
Norma Nieves-Blas

Zoning & Variance
Gerald Caliendo

Sergeant-at-Arms
Ted Caliendo

City of New York
Community Board #1 3 Clare Shulman

Borough of Queens President, Queens

¢/, American Museum Of The Moving Image

36-01 35th Avenue "
Astoria, N.Y. 11106 e

(718) 786-3335
FAX: (718) 786-3368

Melinda Katz
Dir. Community Boards

Lucilie T. Hartmann
Assl. District Manager

May 1999

Congraduations on your ceremonies honoring
poet Nazrul. vYour Institute has made our
summers at Athens Square park the most en-—
joyable we've had. T1t's so good to learn
about each others culture, especially in
our community which has 118 different nat-

jonalities.

You are certainly a remarkable group: and
I, on pbehalf of our community thank you.

Keep up the good work.

sincerely:

wauﬁ @fﬁ/ =

George Delis
District Manager

TG G
T w%immﬁ‘mww;m’n (TR

MeiRe Qe et
WA SToR]

YRR T DY D&t TGN AT
§ ‘ T IWAMH SATIRITIN Somees 3t

mﬁmm@?:ﬁ TR (M) 47 %A 43 %ﬁi@tﬁﬁa‘;ﬂm
ST BESTENT S G2, S TG FATE | AR DA I

200 Q2 AT SARCE SRS
2% q o (N QDT s WS M@ aat

TSR SNAW A

< I R

B AAGE TREW

zm,.mm,m,m@% = qa¢ TCEA | IR

WA AGIT At Wt TG DI 17 2125, WRIS (Wa m
TR ST T

TRe Rt e i @2,
DRT STy IRIT
NTI52 SRR 43 e RN 43 W @meare

it 42 e Wiz wmws
Gt % AT ST DA TAY A AT ST

A FHootte . ot
[ w2237 720t ]

NI
N2 Frat ATt
jccocd




TR ST %

YaR ST %
CHHERHHHTHHT T R e aagaezevec o T

TR b gt e s> T

et w e ARS8
uF Tea SER] qEeet AT

aTtWWGWWWWXWWWN{@QW,W

TV |
%ﬁiamﬁ,m,w,mﬁﬁﬁﬁ-mm T ST TR,

ey, oTE QPfere WA «F WA et PR |

tﬁﬁ{ﬁedﬁﬁaﬁemmmw,m sifw 7o «ae Reae
oA oIacll BeCR | ST TR wmaﬁﬁ?wwﬁeﬁvﬁn a3
Wmmmw%mﬁ@mﬂmwtwmw
SO N T -7 T A |

sifrica, TS Ao e TABHEE O st S (Ren)’a Sl
TS @3 ST G mﬁnﬁ,wﬁw,qﬁwﬁ,mﬁﬂ,w
ﬁawmﬁ’t,mﬁaaazﬁmmwm-mﬁmmmmw
mewwmwﬁmmaﬁmmmﬂnﬁﬁ
@ gRoa AN R AT A AT ST R St e s R{eAeR
wmmﬂmgﬁanwmﬁwﬁﬁw%wmﬁn

AET-6F-37
se/ e e |
@-RE->>

wroR|

TEF ALY AT & T EB2 ANARA TR WA TFFT
Bl AT ez A A R 42%%?;—@;;
R A, 5T Y A ST @5 5T SN A7 SR | e

TGEH IWAM T ST D71 ISAH @gﬁm
2 o Z m Z
WW{W q TR SIauty AR | DIRIGW B, mfgmm,m
A -,W7W%szmm4mmlm@i;
TMMHE T 2R 2 W U0 A SRR S W @Aty
BT 7R, SR 7, e 3 T e ) v
m@z'azm/ 2 gzm AR QIT, A WRT-~TFTT 434 IWT N5 T~
WIS AR 1@ Tz ivar Wiy war arp

mmggmmwmmmm M -GIEGHHE TT _ADH 77
s mmﬁ@w{mi@z&mnxm‘m’nm
TFINEIA (GO JRIHT N9t 43 WE200 "12782 @71 FGRIB. T3 4F T@FA
TR 25FY T TA 273 @R~ DA TR DA | Ww«mm
A2 WA WY AT TRE R W RS @Y R e %
LRI WG AT AR TG 5 WA 203 —_4, SR 217 SARIGT TS|

R 47T AR wwter-wrEe AP A
S TSN 43
TR gt 2107 TR & NRT 1 FTIT RN ﬁm’alajz; 3% Ianwa

WEER TR W T WA WA TRFA
¢ Er o)
AR TGFN WA —~_AF N U7 NEATT DAt DA | S W

R rucdonc

Noa1TRay AT




Tam TR - <o
AR Gy 57 AR TG AR H iiiﬁ%ﬁi&ﬂiﬁ%ﬁ%iﬁ§§§§§§§§§i§§§§!§%§%§§§§ OO =" w%m%mwz;n’n (T

|
|
|
L
|
I

wrow| | woTH]

T 2 T e RN ST S e TSR
TS AT ZATTBED =7 MAFs e (T3 (@ DS Smeare 274cE It mem R S Tl o e
A SRR SRS SR ST, WY g ST (R 4 e
Y T T AEEI S 7T T RIS ATRE AW ASAT _
TTNATRY DR ATERD BTy (T TR @GS STAA 278E W A 2 TR AR % ST S gt ey AT I
mmg@@@maﬁlﬁmmm@*mmw it v () 42 W23t MAAAR SR 2R I1ea A o SR
zmﬁmwmmﬁ@m,mmmm TG T WG
% e SRS TR (DTS 3T AT At 1A SRR SRS ¢
T TR IR T T A WA FREH Rz 42 AR I AT B0 T 2R AT ST Fw WA Nt
mﬁmﬁmwmﬁmmmmmammﬁm 2 areat 1 Fie ATTGR R A1<w WTRI3 % WRIE Dy NYF 5 (VR | SR
E@mmﬁ . o SR CIIN—TRRIIT T PRITAIR ST (202 W% AR Ferama TRt (st 5t

S ASITAD TIN5 TR TR TUTRY 2030% | Sead TWeass F1a (3.
AT G731 RO D RN T A=A AT W BT T 208 (VA
AR AT | THEA FATTIID G WD TR AR NAG NHAE DA 22751

@rs TSR (AP
HRpAE — e

mmmm,ﬁaﬁ 3:@7@
NNAT VAT, NIGTRA AR




o SRR % | i it i f i I
T i S ot s g »» T R R erageeatvec N T

’Tal]t’al]ﬂlg @lEstablished i 1989

“TW W wg‘m G a—é @G q. ABANGLADESHI SCHOOL DEDICATED T0 THE TEACHING & PROMOTION OF BENGALI ART & CULTURE
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A MESSAGE FROM TARANGA

T R 2R AR INAGR SR S5 < ¥y S At On behalf of Taranga, I would like to extend my warmest congratulations to
THEA WA WY _ADT W SEHR ST 20T I AT 2R Bangladesh Institute of Perform@ng Arts (BIPA) for hosting the Sixth North
o1 TR S () T Wiy < (TRaTy WA 2808 | BRI A3 BT Amerlca.Naz'rul Conference. This year's cont_‘erence is a very special one, -
T TR ST TR I T AR UMBTA TN TGER beca}lse it will celebrate the one hur}dredth blrt_hday of the great poet, w}.uch.wﬂl
% ottt =g AT 5 (AT T TS T T require a great deal of careful attention and delicate balancing, thus making it

extra difficult to manage. Undertaking such an enormous responsibility requires
courage, discipline, unity, excellent organizational skills and experience. BIPA

ST % wgad e AT & TR g\fﬂﬁf‘ s successfully meets those qualities and I am confident that BIPA will do a fine job.

O % T WHEA FR—AAIIE A

Based on our previous experience, I strongly recommend that some of the

@y RO W WHE 2RI, @@, T % syt aE 438 Y conference activities be carried out lin both Eng}igh and Bengali, so that a wider
TR S TR 2T S THACA TGA HT G S| A Wmﬁm? group of people can understand, enjoy and participate.
SR SR S “ s As the host of the Second North America Nazrul Conference, we tried our best
AT ST IR A ' to carry out the principal objectives of the conference, which was to explore,
e | learn, practice and promote Nazrul's creative works to our western audience
3 R SIS (wioaleBt SEReTheE BIPCR Sihd ; ’ and to obtain international recognition for his work, which is our final goal.
TN o DAL _A2 DAL DA |

Once again, it is a true pleasure for me to offer a friendly hand to all of the
proud members and the organizers of this special conference and wish them
a grand success.

g g @ o QT e ,
e e T Her 11 Bt -

Kazi M. Belal
Executive Dircctor
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A MESSAGE

On the eve of the sixth North America Nazrul Conference, it gives
me immense pleasure to congratulate the host organization,
Bangladesh Institute of Performing Arts (BIPA) of New York, for
undertaking such a monumental task. This conference is specifically
significant as it also marks the 100th birth anniversary of Kazi Nazrul
Islam.

Nazrul enriched our life in many ways, even though his personal
life was amidst many struggles & challenges. He blended emotion
with thought and vigor with beautay. He raised a different voice and
gave a different tone, adding new dimension to his poetry & songs,
that is so dear to us.

Let us keep the momentum going for a mission that is worth pur-
suing, specially for some one who has given us so much. In addition
to bi-yearly conferences and limited research work thus far, a more
aggressive steps by the committee are needed to promote Nazrul in
the western media. Establishing a meaningful Nazrul Fﬁundtion may
be helpful in this regard, as fgunding plays a key role in all major
undertaking.

Again, 1 applaud BIPA’s efforts & contribution in this on going
process, and wish them every success.

Thank you.

Mahmood Billah
Coordinator
First North America Nazrul Conference
Hosted by Shoukhin of New Jersey, 1990

33 Traincroft Road, Lawrence Estate, Medford,

- “ & iay s AT

Massachusetts 02155, USA

Tel. 781-396-8266 / Fax. 617-728-4935 / e-mail.gulshan_ara @ dfci.harvard.cdu

Chairperson: Dr. Gulshan Ara Kazi / Vice-Chair: Dr. Shahab Siddiqui / Vice-Chair: Mr. Aminur Rashid Pintu

Members:

Gulshan Ara Kazi
781-396-8266
Shahab Siddiqui
770-979-9768
Aminur Rashid Pintoo
732-370-4055
Sultan Ahmed
703-759-9821
Ziauddin Ahmed
610-543-7018
Llaquat Abu Hussain
770-381-8304

Wahed Hussaini
703-451-7942
Molnuddin Munshl
330-926-0133

Kazi M. Belal
781-396-8266
Rezaul Karim Talukdar
416-686-1792
Aulad Hossain
516-735-7396
Kiiondokar Alamgir
516-623-1912

Seraj Quazi
617-236-1540
Roquiya Haider
703-671-4959

Sycd Showkat Hussain
810-985-8677

Tajul Imam
718-478-5365
Musharraf Hussain
301-593-5405
Wadud Bhuiyan
516-358-7464
Musaddeq Hussaln
732-329-0640

Zafar Billah
732-329-3265
yahmudul Hassan
503-620-6980
Fahim Ahmed
336-286-1325

The Mission, the Criteria and the Guidelines of the
North America Nazrul Conference Committee (NANCC)

Mission:

The mission of the NANCC is to lcarn, explore, practice & promotc the
versalile talents of Poet Kazi Nazrul Islam, primarily through international
conferences to be held every even year during the Memorial Day Weekend

in May. The goal is to gencrate intecrnational awareness of the imperative need
to preserve his immense treasure, and to gain a global recognition for his
creative work.

Criteria for the selection process:

Recognize the NANCC and fully comply with its policies

Be a non-political and non-religious entity

Submit a written intent and a bricl proposal

Should have relevant expericnce & organizational strength
Should be able to raise required fund to meet the expenscs

Bc able to protect the interest and the integrity of the conference
Convenicnt location to cover populous geographical region
Submit general format for conducting the event

Functional guidelines for potential sponsors:

Have a convenor and an organizing committee

Have a Nazrul scholar as a keynole speaker

Have an appropriate platform for local scholars & pocts
Publicize / advertise the conference aggressively

Two days conference on memorial day weekend

Arrange local accommodation & transportation

Maintain constant contact with NANCC

Conduct seminars of substance

Publish a high quality brochure / souvenir

Have at least one well-known artist from Bangladesh / India
Deal with all interested participants with utmost fairness
Recognize all patrons and sponsors with dignity

Publish a financial statement for the NANCC members
Arrange a meeting time & place for the NANCC members
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33 Traincroft Road, Lawrence Estate, Medford, Massachusctts 02155, USA
Tel. 781-396-8266 / Fax. 617-728-4935 / c-mail.gulshan_ara @ dfci.harvard.cdu

Chairperson: Dr. Gulshan Ara Kazi / Vice-Chair: Dr. Shahab Siddiqui / Vice-Chair: Mr. Aminur Rashid Pintu

The Candle Must Stay Lit:

Distinguished guests, ladics and gentlemen, on behalf of the North America

Nazrul Conference Committee I welcome you all to the Sixth North America Nazrul
Conference. I congratulate the organizing member~ of the Bangladesh Institute of
Performing Arts (BIPA) for taking up this enormc s task and for their concentrated cffor_l
towards carring out this event with so much grace, dignity and excellence. I would also like
to thank the presence and participation of all our fricnds and guests for their support, and
convey my deepest appreciation to all those whose tircless efforts have made this event
possible. From my own experience, 1 can confidently say that this event is as rewarding

as it is challenging.

As many of you may remember that the first conference took place in New Jersey in 1990.
During the sccond conference, which was held in Boston in 1992, a central committce

was formed with twenty onc members from New York, New Jersey, Philadclphia, Atlanta,
Houston, Boston and Washington DC with a common goal in mind, Nazrul's creative )
works must be brought to the forefront of world literature. The third conference was held in
Washington DC in 1994, the fourth one was held in New York City in 1996 and the fifth
one was held in Atlanta in 1998. The confcrence is celebrated once every two years and each
one is designed towards the goal of reaching a new milestone on the road to fully explore the
indelible legacy of the Bengali poct, Kazi Nazrul Islam.

This year's conference is a very special onc because it celebrates the one hundredth birthday
of the great poct. Nazrul was bomn on the 24th of May, 1899 in a small village in Bengal on
a dark stormy night. He was named Dukhu (sorrowful) which may have been ominous,
since his entire lifc was full of sorrow.

The poct's creative life extended between 1915 to 1943. Althou gh he died in 1976 at the
age of 77, he had been totally paralyzed and specchless since 1944. He was very active in
the liberation movement in India. Fearless and outspoken, he motivated the younger
generation through his powerful writings. The poem entitled "The Rebel" stirred up the
entire student population and generated a tremendous amount of energy towards the
liberation movement. As the editor of the newspaper "Dhumketu" (The Metcor), Nazrul
declared that India would not settlc for anything less than complete independence from
British rulc. He was imprisoned and tortured for his instigation's against British. His
contributions towards the achievement of independence for India were enormous and
unparallel. Nazrul's literature also served as a source of inspiration and energy during the
Bangladeshi Liberation Movement. IL is ironic that even though Nazrul was alive during both
the liberation of India in 1947 and of Bangladesh in 1971, he was also totally paralyzed and
speechless, thus making it highly unlikely that he cver fully understood the total impact of

T PRI %

Even though he was fear-somes and aggressive in expressing his opinion to injustice and
oppression, he was quite tender and vulnerable when it came to love and romanticism. On
the one hand he would challenge God with respect to the presence of so much injusu'c;: in the
world, yet on the other he was fully humble to and appreciative of God's love and kindness
Within the spectrum of human emotions, he reached every one. In spitc of the fact that his
wrilings were spontaneous, each one was classic. He wrote with excellent proficiency on
many topics in a wide range of styles. His creative work touched on matters of equality
human rights, feminism, youth, and international peace and brotherhood. While his wri,ting
style could be quite somber, it was also at times spiritualistic, romantic, satirical or comical,

Nazrul was also a talented singer and a composer. This great man has Ieft us with so
much treasure, not just for Bengalies but for the cntire world to experience and enjoy. His
philosophy should be spread across the geographical and language barricrs so that it may
be made available to the people of the world. This is the goal of the North America Nazrul
Confercnpc Cpmmmcc (NANCQC). Introduction of Nazrul's creative work to the world
community will take persistent cfforts from all of us.

Some of you may also remember that Nazrul's Rescarch Journal "The Nightingale" was
first published in 1997 by the North America Nazrul Conference Committee (NANCC).
The publication is expected to help us gather important rescarch materials from all over the
world. The main objective of this journal would be to provide information & incentives to
individuals and organizational conference participants, record conference activity collect
and analyze local and international data and promote and obtain international rcco,gnilion
for Nazrul's creative work, which is the final goal of our efforts.

As we continue to educate ourselves and others through the rescarch process, we should be
particularly diligent to introduce Nazrul's valuable work and his philosophy to our friends in
the western world.

Once again, I would like to thank everyone for your participation and support towards
making this event a great success. I also urge you o continue (o support us with your idcas
and contributed tecamwork, so that we can reach our goal together.

In conclusion, I would like to invite all interested organizations to sponsor futurc
conferences. Please consult our brochure to scc NANCC's criteria for sponsorship.
Potential sponsors can also get in touch with any of the NANCC members to further
discuss sponsorship requirements. A list of NANCC members is included in the brochure.

Thank you for the opportunity.

g,
Wzl fan A e

Dr. Gulshan Ara Kazi, Chairperson
North America Nazrul Conference Committee (NANCC)

his valuable contributions.
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An Introduction to
BiPA (Bangladesh Institute of Perfcrm:ng Arts)
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O GO
VCEEERCRCRRCRRRTRARRORRRRTORY)RURRRINNn b Sy gt s> ([ OEHEEE A

The Nazrul Centenary & the Nazrul Convention, 1999

Bangladesh Institute of Performing Arts,
popularly known as BIPA, is the proud host
of this year's Nazrul Convention and the
centenary celebrations of Poet Kazi Nazrul
Islam's birth, in America. The two-day pro-
gram is being organized at the auditorium
of the new campus of the Long Island City
High School, in the Astoria section of
Queens, New York, home of the largest
Bangladeshi community in North America.

BIPA was launched in 1993 with a view
to keeping alive the rich Bengali cultural
heritage among the Bangladeshi immi-
grants and to acquaint and enrich the
American mainstream with this wonderful
heritage. Pursuant to this objective it started
a school in Astoria in 1994 to teach Bengali
language, music and dance to the young of
the Bangladeshi immigrant community.
Over the last few years, quite a large num-
ber of boys and girls have received lessons
at the BIPA school and have performed at
numerous community and mainstream
functions in New York and other areas of
the United States along with and under the
guidance of their teachers. They have
offered Bengali cultural shows in many
multi-ethnic cultural festivals including the
ones at the Ellis island, United Nations, at
China Town and Union Square, at the
Columbus Day Parade, Manhattan, N, at
the Asian-American Heritage Month and at
different schools and libraries. They also
regularly celebrate Bengali New Year's Day,
Bengali Language Martyr's Day, the
Ekushey February-and national days of
Bangladesh. Besides, they have hosted
musical evenings featuring eminent singers
of Bangladesh and of the Bangladeshi immi-
grant community of America and Europe.
Among its many offerings have been a num-
ber of Bengali music-and-dance drama,
choreographed and directed by BIPA's
teachers with the participation of both facul-
ty and students. These performances have
received wide acclaim, media coverage and
many awards and prizes.

Following is a list of dance-dra-
mas staged by BIPA since 1993:

1993

1995

1996

1997

*Shyama,'
Drama
Music Director: Tapan Kanti
Baidya

Dance Director: Annie Ferdous

a Tagore Dance

“Shial Panditer Pathshala'
(School of the Pundit Fox-
Children's dance drama)

Music Director :Selima Ashraf
Dance Director: Annie Ferdous

'Sonai Madhab' (A Dance
Drama based on the Bengali
folktale 'Mymensigha Gitika)
Music Director : Abdus Samad
Biswas and Selima Ashraf
Dance Director: Annie Ferdous

'Buddhu Bhutoom' (A musical
for children based on the
Bengali folktale 'Thakurmar
Jhuli')

Music Director : Selima Ashraf
Dance Director: Annie Ferdous

'Chitrangoda’, a Tagore Dance
Drama

Music Directors: Abdus Samad
Biswas and Selima Ashraf
Dance Director : Anup Kumar
Das

‘Chotoder Nazrul' Children's
musical on Poet Kazi Nazrul

Islam)

Music Director : Selima Ashraf
Dance Director Annie
Ferdous

'Khela Shesher Gaan' ( A musi-
cal comprising songs and
poems of Nazrul Islam)

Music Director : Golam Sohrab
Dance Director : Anup Kumar
Das
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1998

1999

'Hingsute Daitya" (A musical
for children based on a story by
Oscar Wilde)

Music Director : Selima Ashraf
Dance Director : Annie Ferdous

‘Shyama’, (Second production
of this Tagore musical)

Music Director : Santoneel
Dhar

Dance Director : Anup Kumar
Das

Nazrul =~ Birth  Centenary
Celebrations by BIPA

'Jaago Sundara Chiro Kishore'
A musical based on Nazrul's
songs and poems)

Music Director : Selima Ashraf
Co-Director: Miladun Nahar
Annie

Dance Director: Annie Ferdous,
Co-director Madhumita
Dasgupta

'Gahi Shammyer Gaan', ( A
musical based on Nazrul's
poems and songs)

Music Director : Selima Ashraf
Co-director : Khandakar Arzu
Momen

Dance Director : Annie Ferdous

'Kajari’, (A musical based on
Nazrul's 'Badal a Barishan')
Music Director : Santoneel
Dhar

Dance Director : Anup Kumar
Das

BIPA's Next Programs for 1999

July 4, 1999

July '99

Aug. '99

Aug. '99

Sept. '99

Aug. '99

Nov. '99

Dec. '99

June 18,1999 Literary Conference,

Dallas

June 19, 1999 Becam, Cincinnati, Ohio

Street Fair / Patho Mela

Bongo Mela, Louisville,
Kentucky

World Festival,
Connecticut

Four Fridays: Bangladesh
Night at Athens Square
Park, Astoria

Bangladesh Sammelon,
Atlanta, Georgia

Rabindra Jayanti

BIPA School Graduation
Ceremoney

National Victory Day of
Bangladesh
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Sixth North America

Abdus Samad Biswas - Chuirperson

Selima Ashraf - Convener

Golam Sohrab - co-Convener

Annie Ferdous - Member Secretary

Mahfuza Hassan - Assistant Member Secretary

Seminar :
Chairman :

Ashraful Hassan
Secretary :

Ehsanur Rahman
Members :

Nini Wahed

Hasan Ferdous

Dr. Khandaker Alamgir
Shaikh Sirajul Islam
Saud Choudhury

Abu Syeed Shaheen
Dr. Mahbubur Rahman

Lighting :
Chairman :

Jharna Chaudhury
Secretary :

Sikander Karim
Members :

Hosne Ara Baby
Shamsuddawla Shiplu
Babu Tarafder

Dipan B. Ray

Sub-Committee

Youth Program :

Chairman :
Shabbir Ali
Secretary :
Modhumita Das Gupta
. Members :
Urmee Jabbar
Munmun Nawaz
Sanaul Islam
Nilufa Haque
Irene Karim
Nabhin Jalil
Shemonti Wahed
Marzana Shammi
Ishrat Zahan
Shujana Islam
Farzana Flora
Shafin Jalil
Salma Siddique
Trishita Mawla

Reception :

Chairman :
Shahana Jalil
Secretary :
Dilruba Hoque

Members :

Parvin Kazi

Shammi Chowdhury
Sampa Roy

Shefa Hoque

Hosne Ara Rahman
Sumita Chowdhury
Sabiha Ali

Security :

Chairman :

Saleh Ahmed Chowdhury
Secretary :

Badal Khan
Members :

Zahid Husain Yousuf
M. Husain Khan
Zulka Haider
Khurshid Alom
Monir Ahmed
Hridoy Mondol

Md. Nasiruddin

Md. Abdul Karim
Md. Delwar Husain
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Sub-Committee Sub-Committee

Md. Syed Uddin Accomodation : Volunteer : Volunteer : Registration : Transportation :
Aka.sh Chairman : i
Tanim ‘ Shamsul Siddique Chalr.man: Emluk Hussain Faisal Chairman : Chairman :
M. Husain Secretary : Shamim Hoque Fakhrul Islam Jafor Ferdous Wahedul Karim
Shahan chqwdhury Shaikh. Sirajul Islam Shah Alam Dulal . Alamgir Hossain Secretary : Secretary :
Helim Uddin Member : Kazi Sakhawat Hossain Sakhwat Ullah Ataur Rahman Ataur Rahman

Amjad Hossain Md. Naser . Md. Arif Member : Member :

L Moinuddin Hasan Md.‘Mamunur Rashid Akhter Hussain Tahseen Mehman Bishnu Gope
Exhibition : Khairun Nessa (Maya) Rafiqul Islam Sufia Mahfuz Jafar Ferdous
Chairman : Stage Management : Israt Jahan Ruma Md. Omar Faroque Shoeb Mohammad
Zakir Hossain Mamun Md. A. Hasseen Humyun Kabir Amjad Hossain
Secretary : Chairman : M. Helal Nizam Uddin Shujana Islam Publication :
Farzana Khan Syed Mohammad Nurul Alam Fozia Jahan Shahab Uddin
Member: Secretary : Feroz Alam Alsuddin Chairman :
Shajol Paul Saud Choudhury S. M. Ferdous Abdul Hannan Publicity : Nini Wahed
Dr. Ziauddin Member : Abdul wahab Kamal Uddin Chairman Member :
Ashraful Hassan A.F. M. Alimuz Zaman Md. Kamal Pasha Kana Maula Shaikh Sirajul Islam Ashraful Hassan
Mrinal Haque Kowser Ahmed Md. Sydur Rahman Ruma Alam Secretary Dilara Begum
Tajul Imam Mohammad Abdul Hamid Igbal Né??gls Rahman Zubaer Ahmmed Jafor ferdous Shaikh Sirajul Islam
Ahin Das Monsur Khan Sajib Rahman Sayed Ahmmed Member : Monira Yesmeen
Mrinal Haque Niranjan Das Saker Rahmap Nipa Liaquat Hossain Abu
Monira Yesmeen Khondaker Arzu Momen Amen Asafari Sadaque Anisul Kabir Jasir
Ashraful Islam Masfique Hossain Nasima Amzad Md. Shahid Ullah Emergency First Aid :
Abu Syeed Shaheen Masood Ahmed Md. Saifur Rahman Chaitinai :

A. K. Babul - Saiful Islam Md. Yunus Ali Stage Decoration : Husna Siddique
Munirul Islam Finance : Soyeb Ahmmed Sri Raghunath Sutradar S q
: . Loshan ; . ecretary :
Chairman : ‘ Md. Nazmul Haque Chairman : Fatema Ahmed
Babli Nawaz Sajjad Hossain Md. Arshad Ali Tajul Imam Member :
Secretary : Ranjit Roy Shamim-Al-Mamoon Secretary : Nazra Chowdhu
Video Documentation: Monira Yesmeen Sampa Roy Fazle Tamanna Shajol Paul Narei Y
. argis Rahman

. . Member : Sayed H. Ali Shumonto Islam Member :

Chairman : . . . Saydur Rahman
Md. Awlad Hossain Khan Sufia Khandaker Shujana Islam

Shah Nawaz : . . Farook Azam

Secretarv : Md. Wadud Bhuyan Zulker Halqer Titu Gazi Reza Chowdh

Siken del;yk arim Ashraful Hassan Parveen Haider ury

Meiiber : Anwarul Islam Akmal Khan Photography :

ey Zaheed Hilaly Sound Control :

Annie Ferdous . .

Ashraful Ha Farzana Hilaly Chairman :

Er?a 2t Kari&saBI;bu Cultural : Md. Baker Shamsul Islam Almaji Chairman :

A '}:,ad Hossain Chairman : Mostafa Kamal Pasha Secretary : Santoneel Dhar

A?;L r Rahman Anup Kumar Das Khademul Mullk Talukder Neher Siddiquee Secretary :

. Secretary : Mr. Omar Faroque Abu Shahed Karim
Dilruba Hoque
. Kabery Das Member :
Wahedul Karim
Shamsul Siddique Member : Tanveer Alam
d Miladun Nahar Annie Tanzeer Alam

Mohammad Abdul Hamid Igbal Abir Alamgir
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Scripture

Nazrul's poem Lekha translated
by Soud A. Choudhury

Always I hide myself

Behind my own scripture,
All others but I live

T

Sipping those melodies’ necter.

Bathed under the stream of moonlight
While the nature sparks,
The moon spends sleepless night

Grabing her sullying marks.

My fist’s strike-thunderous

Their memory well bears,
But know not why thunder roars

In a rainy day of tears.
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TEENAGE NAZRUL IN KAZI SHIMLA

(As narrated by Kazi Shamsun Nessa)

by Dewan A. Ahmed

She was sitting on an armless wooden
chair in her verandah. It was a bright winter
morning. The sun was full on her face. She
was sitting, as usual, as she had nothing to
do. With two pull-overs on, she was just sit-
ting. At a distance the kids of the neighbor-
hood were at play in the sun. She was cast-
ing occasional looks on them, at times enjoy-
ing the vigor and vivacity of the children, at
times drawing her eyes from them and
falling, as if, into a reverie.

She now lives in her memories :

An old lady of well-to-do and aristocrat-
ic Muslim stock, over seventy-five years of
age, she was looking back into the days of
her youth. The days when she was married
to a police officer, the days when her hus-
band was posted at Asansole on his first
appointment after the necessary training at
Sardah, the days when her husband hap-
pened to meet a young boy at a bakery and
the days when she was given the responsi-
bility of rearing up the young lad --- all the
unforgettable moments come crowding in
her mind. On slightest suggestion she was
being transported on the wings of her imag-
ination to the world that is no more. The
time has gone with the wind. Her husband
had left her long ago. The boy whom she
tried to rear up with motherly affection had
long stopped addressing -her ‘maa’. She felt
she was carrying the burden of her life with-
out any purpose. She was living only in her
memories.

Far from the noisy city :

This lady whom I met recently on an
assignment from this newspaper is still liv-
ing. Far from the mading crowd's ignoble
strife in the heart of a village in
Mymensingh she passes the fag end of her
life. Kazi Shimla, wherein her husband's
homestead is located, is only eight miles off
the district head quarter. But the old lady
prefers the serene tranquillity of the sights
and sounds of nature to the din and bustle
of city life.

I was sitting close to her. She had specta-
cles on. Yet I could see in her eyes her voice
choking when she was giving me some
details of her association with Boy Nazrul
who came to be recognized as one of the
greatest poets in his later life.

She was not worth the task,
She sighed:

It was a bit difficult to get the sequence
of time in her narration. Time has effaced
much of her memory, but surprisingly
enough, she recollected all about Boy
Nazrul. She could

hardly forget that God given her the
responsibility of bringing up a great son,
but indeed she was too incapable of con-
trolling and educating this uncontrollable
and indomitable genius. "I am an ordinary
woman", she sighed. After a training at
Sardah Police Academy, her husband, Kazi
Rafizullah, was posted at Asansole. She
also accompanied her husband there. Her
husband was a very great hearted man and
he used to help the poor and meritorious
boys whenever he found an occasion to
do it.

The boy at a bakery in Asansole:

One day, it so happened that a boy at a
bakery shop caught his eyes. On inquiry he
came to know that the boy belonged to a
respectable family in Churulia, but at the
sudden death of his father, he had to drive
headlong into the stern realities of life. At
the bakery he was employed at a monthly
salary of Rs 5/-. Kazi Rafizullah was drawn
to the boy for his intelligence. Boy Nazrul
had uncommon sharpness in his talks. He
had also sweet voice. Kazi Rafizullah heard
his Gazals and at once decided to take
charge of his education. But he did not give
his mind straight-away. He started fre-
quenting the bakery more often than he
used to. He kept an eye on him and after a
close observation he was confirmed that
the boy was destined to be a great man. The
boy had an uncommon personality and his
face and the expression of his eyes marked
him off the common run of humanity. He
was genius and the stamp of his talent was
discernible.

One day, on one of his usual visits to the
bakery, Kazi Rafizullah called the boy and
asked:

"Do you like to continue your studies?"

Quick came a counter query from the
boy, "I have no money. Who will defray my
educational expenses?"

Kazi Rafizullah knew that a straight
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proposal might wound sentiment or pres-
tige of the boy. He therefore, took time to tell
the boy his plan to educate him. The boy
was moved by the sincerity of the proposal
and he agreed to it. But he was also aware
that his admirers-associates in Asansole
would not allow him any time for study. It
was on his desire that he was brought to
Kazi Shimla, the ancestral home of Kazi
Rafizullah.

Passage to Kazi Shimla:

Boy Nazrul was put in the Dari Rampur
High School which is now connected with
Mymensingh by a 13 mile long dirt road.
Boy Nazrul used to attend this school walk-
ing down from Kazi Shimla, which is five
miles away from the institution. Mohim
Babu was the Head master of the school at
that time. Among Nazrul's classmates was
Abul, the younger brother of Kazi
Rafizillah, but he is no more in this world.
Many of his classmates are now dead.

But Kazi Rafizullah's wife who was in
charge of Nazrul soon found that she was
too weak to mother this indomitable boy.
She showered all of her affection upon
Nazrul who, is turn, took full advantage of
her soft corner for him. Boy Nazrul, hardly
attended school. He used to while away his
time in wild pastimes with his fellows. He
was much adept in mimicking the peculiar-
ities of other people. By and by he com-
posed verses extemporaneously to tease
others. Under the shade of a tree near the
marshy land of Thoni Bhanga he held con-
ferences with his band of naughty young
boys and relished tobacco in a hukka which
was kept in the branch of a tree. Instead of
preparing his lessons he wrote songs in his
script and next moment he tore off the
pages. He used to roam about singing songs
and his band of boys followed him. The
flute was a favorite instrument to him and
he could play upon it with some command.
One of his songs which is still fresh in the
memory of the grand old lady of Kazi
Shimla runs as follows if rendered into
English: "I have no home anywhere, I live
here and there."

Nazrul failed to pass Bengali:
Boy Nazrul, whenever he liked, spent
the whole night singing songs. He stole
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Kalai fruits from the farm and shared the
booty with the friends. Angling was one of
his hobbies and he brought many catches
everyday. Nazrul also used to visit the
father's house of Kazi Shamsun Nessa, the
wife of Kazi Rafizullah and whenever he
went there his visits touched off great
enjoyment in the village. This was the qual-
ity of the boy that young and old all were
drawn to his company for merriment and
songs. In this way Nazrul spent a full year
at Kazi Shimla and Dari Rampur. At the
annual examination, he composed a few
poems in the examination script of Bengali.
Nazrul failed to pass in Bengali but got
through in other subjects somehow. When
Kazi Rafizullah came home from Asansole,
he called him and wanted to know why he
could not study seriously and

what were his difficulties. He also took
him seriously to task for the negligence of
studies. Nazrul was promoted to class IX
and Kazi Rafizullah managed his food and
lodging near the school so that he could
attend classes regularly and went away to
his place of work. The lady could not tell
me how much under the new arrangement
Nazrul devoted himself to his studies, but
she said that whenever Nazrul got an
opportunity he came to Kazi Shimla and
spent his time in the usual manner. He col-
lected pitchers full of date juice and pre-
pared 'Gur' 'Patali’ (indigenous sweets) by
boiling the juice throughout the night. He
was very fond of 'Khir' etc. He was never
attentive to studies. He was promoted to
class X in this way next year. One day on
the pretext of going home from which he
was away for nearly two and half years,
Nazrul left Kazi Shimla never to return to
that place.

Kazi Shamsun Nessa, now in the fag
end of her life, told me in a choked voice
that her husband searched for Nazrul, but
in vain. The young boy had by that time
joined war.

The lady whom Nazrul called 'Maa' told
me all about the school life of the poet.
There was much digression in her talks.
Occasionally her voice fell and she had to
control her emotion by an effort.

"Haven't you met Nazrul since he left
your home?" I inquired.
‘No. But my husband tried to meet

VR

him once in the early thirties when Nazrul's
fame had spread far and wide. We were in
Burdwan. My husband went to Calcutta on
official business and on that occasion he
went to Nazrul's house. Unfortunately
Nazrul was out. My husband had no time to
wait for long. Therefore he came back dis-
appointed. Later, Abul Kalam Shamsuddin
(Editor of Dainik Pakistan) married in our
family and on many occasion he met
Nazrul at different literary forums. By the
by Nazrul came to know about his
relationship with us and expressed his
desire to visit Kazi Shimla sometime. But he
never came.

With rapt attention I had been listening
to the memories of the old lady. The day was
far advanced. I took my leave and made it a
point to bend my way through Dari
Rampur. The school where Nazrul studied
still exists. In the same campus Nazrul
Academy under the patronage of the local
people has been established. Near this
school and Nazrul Academy there are two
other institutions named after the poet.
There are Nazrul Free Primary School and
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Nazrul Forkania Madrassah. Both these
institutions are in most wretched condition.
There has been no effort by the government
to preserve the documents of Dari Rampur
school in which many accounts of Nazrul's
school life can be obtained. A the cross Suta
river at a distance, there stands the Banyan
tree at the foot of which Nazrul and his
band of merry young boys used to gather
and spend a lot of time singing songs and
making fun. The foot of the tree is now
cemented. While I was taking photographs
of these places with which poet Nazrul as a
boy had a deep association, I wished the
mute objects of nature could speak out the
pang of their seperation with the boy who
loved both man and nature and sang their
glories.

(Note: This article was written as a special
assignment for news paper on Kazi Nazrul's life in
Kazi Shimla when he was a teenage boy of fifteen
years old. Published on June 8, 1968 in The Wave.
Some of the facts mentioned here may have changed
after the independence of Bangladesh.)
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KAZ| NAZRUL ISLAN AND THE VOICE OF POETRY IN THE AFFAIRS OF HUMANKIND

BY Winston E. Langley, professor

| International Relations Program, Political Science Department, University of Massachusetts-Boston

| In one of his most incisive essays. “The Voice of Poetry in the Conversation of Mankind”'2. the latc
‘ Michael Joseph Oakeshott. one of the few outstanding political philosophers of the twenticth century.

l details for his readers his view of the rolc of poetry in human life. That essay. in the view of this author.
i properly places poetry in the special position it has unofficially occupiced in the cultural evolution of

[ humankind. Oakeshott. however. while having sought to focus on human beings in general, meditated

exclusively on Western sources. Had he gone bevond the West. he might have encountered one of the most
remarkable pocts of all time. the Bangladeshi Kazi Nazrul Islam. who was born in 1899 and lost his

mental capacities in 1942 although he lived until 1976, With that encounter. Oakeshott would not only

s have returned to examine more decply and widely the poetry of the West. but he would have, as well.

P expanded the rolc he associated with the voice of poetry.

? The objective of this essay is to give a bricf look at Oakeshott's vicw of the role of poctry. to examine

- e Nazrul Islam’s conception of that role. and to show how much more comprehensive and enriching is the
S5 I FICHIR AT FICT TG | A (A AIHGTH ¢ TIT SRG Ferw, (¥1< ST I, SIGE Fee MTHT SHAN (FRITE ), AT, e | A .
SIRCA, ST A A BT, GG ST &b, T [, TS, GFACH T FIRI | (BT CARE ¢ FerwT (NGEE); AV (CF § TATCHN, I { latter’s outlook. The work will conclude by noting how pertinent Nazrul's poctry is to some major
I 69, ST T T, ATE ARGHIR T-TO) T, TGN AR, GG SR (G P ) @ WG ST
concerns of contemporary life.

In his written meditative journey to an illurination of what he viewed as the voice of poetry. Oakeshott

§ pointed to a number of views which other thinkers have urged as defining of that voice. Among them is

that of “a regrettable distraction from the proper business of living”. a “holiday excursion™ from which

one always hopes to return to work and other practical activitics, and a mode of thought which affords us
particular kinds of criticism of human conduct. Further. other thinkers have opined. it offers a record and
disseminates a special kind of moral education in which good emotions are not merely described and re-

commended but actively awakened within us. And while it reflects the structures and operations of so-

1

? See Michael Okeshott, Rationalism in Politics and Other Essays (Indianopolis. IN: Liberty Press. 1991).

pp. 488-541.



ciety, poetry also helps to purify the corrupt consciousness those structures and opcrations producc.

Finally. Oakeshott looked at the view of the German poet Schiller—a view which sees poctry as providing
a relief from the uniformities and rigidities of life narrowly concentrated upon practical cndeavor. And in
what he described as “a notorious picce of hyperbole™. Oakeshott took note of the contention by some that

poetry is unacknowledge legislation.’

The actual or supposed role of poetry cited in the preceding paragraph. notwithstanding, Oakeshott's
view is that the voice of poetry resides elsewhere. It is the human activity which cngages in the making
and moving of and among images—an activity which seeks not to provoke either moral approval or
disapproval, or to comimunicate an emotional expericnce or evoke such an experience in others, but onc
which expresses something unique, the uniqueness of self. That self. not communicable in advance,
cannot be chosen: it mercly unfolds from the imagining function of poetry. And because of its 11niq11cne§s.
it cannol imitate the voice of practice without risking becoming a counterfeit. So the voice of poctry is
fresh. and. like children. delights in activtics; it is a voice which shapces a disposition which. while reflcct-
ing itself in its unique utterance. seeks not the assimilation of other sclves. or to confirm or refute another.

but to “evoke another and join... to compose another and more complex image of the same kind.™

The above definition from Oakeshott has multiple suggestions. especially as it secks to distinguish
between the voice he assigns to poetry from that which others, as quoted above. have associated with it.For
our consideration in this essay, however, the most important distinguishing attributc, from the standpoint
of Oakeshot. is that the voice he came to identify with poetry has no practical end. That is. itseeks no
scrvice or recompense for service. Like love or friendship. it does not concern itself with what can be
made out of another, what acceptable opinion she or he holds: love and friendship simply “evoke intcrest.

delight. and unreasoning loyalty.”

3 Ibid., p. 533.

“ Ibid,, p. 540; See, also, Christopher MacGowan, (ed.) Letters of Denise Levertov and William Carlos
Williams (New York: New Directions Books, 1998), p. 117.
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The eyes do not seck recompense for seeing, either. And yet. secing. from the standpoint of the human
being whose optical apparatus is engaged in that activity, is eminently practical. So how can one say that

the eye sceks no recompense for secing and yet successfully contend that sccing is a practical activity?

One does so by noting that the activity and the organ which provides for or makes possible that activity
do not exist in isolation. They exist in relationship to the wider universe. including the organisms (human
beings. for example) that possess the eyes. which do the seeing we are discussing. Human beings have and
do pursuc practical ends; and thus. the eyc and sceing (likc pocts and the voice of poctry) do likewise have
and pursuc many practical cnds with which humans have been associated. Such ends may include a scnsc
of community. in facc of crippling alicnation. A careful reading of Oakeshott suggests that even in his

identification of the voice of poetry, there is an overlooked expression of the practical.

That suggestion is that poctry sceks but to “evoke another and join...to composc anothcr and morc
complex image of the same kind.” But making or composing an “image of the same kind™ with others. out
of our own uniqueness is berhaps very practical; it may be the only way by which human beings find a
proper sense of orientation, a sensc of community, and, most important. a scnsc of unity. Indeed, pcrhaps
recompensc comes in the form by which “uniqueness” is recognized. avoids alonencss. and cven gains

social validation. although it is not generally accepted. And this brings us to Nazrul Islam,

He did not. 1o this writer’s knowledge, advance any explict theory concerning the voice of poetry. So.
if one is to definc or otherwise elaborate on his understanding of that voice. one must do so by a process of
deduction and inference. Inferring and deducing from Nazrul Islam are, fortunately. not difficult, because
of the varied, rich, and, particularly in the specific areas under discussion, consistent utterances we have
from him. For him the ends of poetry are not only practical—and practical in all the specific senses we
had previously touched on—but he would passionately contest our separation or distinction between the
practical and the non-practical. We will move to support this claim by examining, in turn, the human

need for effectiveness, orientation, and unity.

As the human individual progressively gains an awareness of self, she or he also becomes conscious of

a huge. complex, and overpowering world—a world within which the individual might experience him or
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herself only passively, as a mere object. To experience oneself in this manner. only. is to experience
oneself without a sense of one’s will and identity. as well: it is also to expericnce oneself as impotent.
Human beings who, for purposcs of ensuring survival have at different times and under varying
circumstances acquiesced in conditions which have rendered them passive and impotent. have never
accepted thosc conditions. So to compensate for the sense of fclt impotence, they have always sought to
acquire a counter-sense of being able “to have an effect”. that is. of being ablc to have an impact. (And by
impact is meant merely the capacity to bring into being. to achieve. to carry out. or to fulfill some self-
willed of self-chosen cnd). To be able to have an impact. to have an effect on other peoplc or things and
not merely be affected by them, is to be effective. to assert one’s will and one’s sclf: it is also to be able (o

5salisf_v a basic need in all humans—the need for effectiveness.®

In colonial cmpires. as within any system of socio-cultural domination. the dominant social class (if it
is to succeed in asserting its will and reproducing the domination-subjugation dynamic of the socicty it
has created and secks to preserve) has always sought to “reduce to impotence™ the subject population.
Nazul Islam was born at a time when Britain was at the height of its imperial control of his country. And
within that imperial control. social respectability for the local population (“the natives™) depended on the
degrec to which she or he could unyieldingly conceal or deny the local culture behind an impeccable
“Westernized appearance”. In short, the degree to which the subject classes denicd or cven absented
themselves, culturally. would determine the extent of their success and respectablity. In fact. in one’s own

country. the local culture was viewed as a “source of alicn cultural influence and moral corruption™.’

In an environment where one’s means of economic livelihood, one’s source of social advancement
(schools. colleges, universities, and even language), as well as one’s sense of self is controlled by others,
one can hardly. as was the case for individuals in Nazrul Islam’s country during most of the first half of

the twentieth century, have a sense of effectiveness. Phrased in another manner. the colonial Bengal of

5

® Erich Fromm, The Anatomy of Human Destructiveness (New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1973).
p. 235.

" Ibid.; See, also, Donald E. Pease, “Imperial Discourse” in Diplomatic History Vol. XXII #4 (Fall. 1998),
pp. 605-615; Partha Chatterjee, “The Disciplines in Colonial Bengal” in Partha Chatterjee, ed.. Text of
Power (Minneapolis, University of Minnesota Press, 1995), p. 1-29.

“British India” was based on a denial. to the local population. of their sensc of effectivencss. That denial

had created in many deep doubts about their identity and their capacity for independent self-assertion. The
voice of poetry. through Nazrul Islam, gave expression to the need for that effectiveness. In no pocm was

that need more forcefully expressed than in his “The Rebel”, a few lines of which is quoted below.

I am irresistable. cruel and arrogant.

I am the king of the great upheaval,

[ am cyclone, I am destruction.

I am the great fear. the curse of this universc.
I have no mercy.

I grind all to picces.

I am disorderly and lawless , o
I trample under my feet all rules and discipline!...

I am creation, I am destruction,

I am habitation, I am grave-yard,

I am the end, the end of night!...

I shall kill warriors

And bring peace and harmony to the universe!...

I shall uproot this miserable earth cffortlessly and with easc.
And create a new universe of joy and peace.

Weary of struggle, I, the great rebel.

Shall rest in quict only when I find
The sky and the air free of the pitcous groans of the oppressed...

Many have seen. in this poem. clements of romanticism and love. Those elements are there. Far morc
significant, however, is the fact that the poem agitates against passivily. against being an object: it is a call
{0 action. to construct a new identity. to mold a new being. This merciless destroyer of order and law. who
tramples under foot all rules and discipline—including the rules and discipline internalized by the
degraded self the British had contrived for the people of Bengal—is also creator. Like one of his counter-
parts in the West, Percy Bysshe Shelley, Nazrul [slam believed that one must create from within one’s
own wreck the very thing one seeks and contemplates—in this case, a “new universe of joy and peace”.
Nazrul Islam was using the voice of poetry. which in this case captures even what he called the “mighty
primordial shout” or push to ensure the individual and collective fulfiliment of his people’s need for

effectiveness. And for those who did not fully understand his efforts, those who found him either strange
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Invoking images of typhoons, the roar of the oceans. the rush of hurricanes. as well as the blindncss of
cyclones and the blood lust of warlords to invite the “spirit of rebellion™ would not. by themsclves. have
been enough to mobilize the people of Bengal. however. The voice of poetry must cvoke and composc scif
and other in all their complexity. And the materially poor but spiritually complex and rich people of
Bengal had to have their senscs solicited with like richness and complexity. Hence. in the midst of images
of firc. hell, and cyclones. we find the rebel as the “bitter tears of the widow's heart™. the “pain and sorrow
of all homeless suffcrers”, and the consciousness of the “insane™ who has suddenly come to know
her/himself, after the crumbling of false barriers. Coupled with such counter images. onc finds tones of
tenderness. longing. sadness. fertility, and innocence—all waiting to be liberated in a new day. So. the

rcbel assumes another identity:

I am the trembling first touch of the virgin
[ am the (throbbing tenderness of her first stolen kiss

[ am the fleeting glance of the veiled beloved.

I am her constant surreptitious gaze...

I am the shy village maiden frightened by her budding youth.
I am the soothing breeze of the south,

[ am the pensive gale of the cast.

[ am the deep solemn song sung by the wandering bard.

The scarch for effectiveness cannot be properly realized. unless and until another human need is at

least partially met. That need is what has come to be called oricntation.

The latc Erich Fromm, who clevated this need to its deserved place of preemincnce, defines it as the
nced for a “map of (the) natural and social world. without which (onc) would be confused and unable to
act purposefully and consistently.”® Why? Because, claims Fromm, the human “capacity for sclf-
awareness, reason, and imagination—new qualities that go beyond the capacity for instrumental thinking

1u

of even the cleverest animals—requires a picture of the world” and one’s “place in it that is structured and
has inner cohesion.”” It is from one 's place in it. a fixed point, that one organizes all the impressions that

impinge on one, that one gains doubt or certainty about one's idcas—whether thosc ideas bc based on

® Fromm, op. cit., p. 230.
° Ibid.
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modern science, ancestor worship. Marxism. or Buddhism. out of which one shares a consciousness with

those around him or her.

Nazrul Islam did not philosophize about the nced for orientation: he felt it instinctively. He knew he
could not simply seek to uproot the spiritually stifling and morally corrupt political system which sapped
the strength of his people. after denying to them a fixed place from their own culture from which they
could organize all their impressions. He knew that something had to be created: and that both deliberate
destruction and creation had to be grounded on a pcople who had some scnsc of their individual and
collective cffectiveness as well as a sense of their self-defined (not imposed) place in the broader schemne
of things. That placc is equalily in a renewed Bangal and in a new world of joy and pcace. The people of
Bengal would at once be citizens of their own country and citizens of the world; they would have member-
ship as equals in Bengal and in the human family. after they had forged a union to break the “false

barricrs” that had scparated pcople.

The orientation of the individual to the local (and this is found in the extraordinary symbols he used in
his poetry) and to global socicety is remarkable in itself, but it is all the morc so, when one considers that at
the time of Nazrul's writing, the intcrnational system which had comc out of World War 1 was confronted
with many divisions: those based on the disappointment and hypocrisy of the post-War settlcments, thosc
linked to the rising tide of nationalism and fascism. thosc informed by the arrogance of class and imperial
domination (the lattcr. like fascism, was also deeply implicated in racism), as well as those shaped by the
abuses and rescntments of those dominated. But Nazul Islam’s search for oricntation was more an
expression of an impulse, as said before—as if wombing the yearnings of humankind as a wholc—than a

consciously espoused philosophy.

His very being seems to have been defined by an awareness that in the midst of the divisions
mentioned above, there was something even more profound affecting humankind: the alienation and felt
separateness, the aloneness and even the “lostness” which comes from the very freedom and independence
for which human beings fight and, if successful, gain. That something is the existential split (between the

need for independence and unity) in each individual and group . So, one cannot relate exclusively with
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oneself (narcissism): one, as an individual and as a social collectivity. has the need to rclate to others. to
form affective ties. to establish bonds. to have unity. And whether that unity be sccured through drugs or
through sexual encounters. the sub- ordination of one’s cnergics o to an all-consuming passion such as
fame. the control of others which comes from the cxercise of power (sadism). or the forgetting of sclf in
the form of trances. it is the same principle. Nazrul Islam. like the fifth century BC Chincse sage. Mo
T,u.'" who focussed on the universal person. espoused the human need for unity—unity on a global scalc.
Hence his carrying “the message of revolt to the carth and the sky” against all divisions and socio-cultural
marginalization of humans, and, as a sign of humankind’s glorious victory. cscorting the “flag of trinmph
at the gate of the world”. With that triumph. he could sing not only the equality of human beings. but.
with “all impediments and differences removed between Hindu. Buddhist. Muslim. and Christian™. the
flute of Orphcus could play for all. He also understood that it is the universal character of things which at

once emphasizes and gives excitment and significance to individual and particular cxpressions.

This fearless and merciless rebel and comet. who did “spit in the face of death™ ' to carry out the
sought revolution. who understood that the God of ritual was hollow and could not cnsure the fulfillment
of human aspirations. and who would. thercfore. burn-lhc wholc of creation (including the human-
constructed hollow gods). also knew of our need for stimulation and excitement. He was. thercfore, the
“gay laughter of the generous heart™ and “the unfettered joy of life”. Let us now return to Nazrul Islam

and the voice of poetry.

From what has been previously said. the reader should perceive that Nazrul Islam’s poctry. while
expressing the uniqueness of self or a given thing, also cxtends its images “to evoke another to join...to
compose a more complex image of the same kind”. In the poem, “The Rebel”. we sce from an earlier
quote, for example, that he used the image of “the trembling first touch of the virgin™ to create the image
of innocence. and calls into being “the fleeting glancc of the veiled beloved™ and the “shy village maiden

frightened by her own budding youth™ to compose a morc complex image of the “same kind”"—innocence.

' Basic Writings of Mo Tzu, Hsun Tzu and Han Fei Tzu, Trans. by Burton Watson (New York: Columbia
University Press, 1967), pp.40-49.
"' From Nazrul Islam’s poem “The Comet”.

One also finds the same characteristic in his use of the image of changeableness and destruction 1o invite a

more complex image of destruction as also an agent for new beginnings. So onc finds the rebel. who is the
great destroyer and cyclone. one who crushes under foot “all rules and discipline™. and who is at once (he

grave-yard and “the end”. is as well “the end of night...” At the cnd of night is a new dawn.

The voice of poetry is not merely a neutral creator of images which exhibit or point to a certain degree
of correspondence between and among things. however. After all. every form of analogizing (in which
poetry engages) cxposcs degrecs of correspondence between phenomena. What distinguishes the voice of
poetry is that it brings to human consciousness the kinship with and rclatedness to all things, in particular
the kinship with all human beings. That kinship implies a moral order, which suggests that the aims we

have which end with self arc not only miscrable but exists outside that moral order.

The moral order is not neutral: it calls us to action, to make choices on behalf of our kin. The voice of
poetry is. therefore. one that tells us we are not alone (should not be self-imprisoned). and onc that makes
it possible for us (o imagine and create with and from the imagined that which at any given time is beyond
us—that which we are not vet. Nazrul Islam saw the voice of poetry in this larger sense. and. in 5o secing,
he falls within a sclect company of great humanists. who have shared five fundamental belicfs. First. that
human beings possess the capability to solve their own problems through a reliance on their own imagin-
ative facultics. Second. that courage and freedom of creative action make individuals. in association with
others. victors over fate and masters of their own destiny. Third. that “association with others” includc
national and international co-operative action in social and cconomic matters to support human
happiness—a state of being which is its own justification. Fourth, that cthics should undergird all human
values, experiences, and relationships. with one’s loyalty hinged to the happiness and the unfolding of the
individual and collective human personality. regardless of nationality. race. social standing, religion.
language or other status. And fifth, that the solicitation of human acsthetic sensibilities. through the
widest possible development of art should be an an inescapable reality in all areas of social and political
experience. It is from this type of reality that people will come to understand and appreciate not only

beauty and nature—especially their links to nature—but to recognize. csteem and cherish the role of the
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imaginative facultics in shaping human possibilitics and fulfillment. and in avoiding acquiescence and

complicity in the degraded political orders which inflict pain and injustice.

It is out that this humanist tradition that one should locate Nazrul Islam. just as onc would Becthoven
and Shelley, for example. In his Fifth Symphony. we find Becthoven portraying and celebrating human
triumph over fate. and. in his Ninth Symphony. culminating in Schiller’s “Odc to Joy™. triumphantly
proclaiming the sisterhood/brotherhood of humankind. In the casc of Shelley. onc has (‘)llly to examine

his*Promethcus Unbound™.

Here Shelley’s work recounts how Prometheus, a god representing the human mind, imagination and
will. transfers the power of those faculties to the god Jupiter, who then procceds to betray. enchain.
humiliate and degrade Prometheus and to enslave human beings. With the help of Prometheus. a
supposcdly all-powerful Jupitcr is overthrown and Prometheus and humankind arc frce. The pocm. whosc
symbolic meaning is that human destiny is in human will and imagination. urges the destruction of
tyranny (in the form of ignorance, greed and power) and the creation of a human commonwealth. The
closing lines of this pocm capturcs the spirit of Prometheus as well as the moral combativeness of hu-

manisni:

To suffer woes which Hope thinks infinite;
To forgive wrongs darker that death or night:
To defy Power, which secms omnipotent:

To love, and bear; to hope till Hope creates
From its own wreck the thing it contemplatcs:
Neither to change. nor falter, nor rcpent:
This, like thy glory, Titan, is to be

Good. great and joyous, beautiful and frec:
This alone is Life, Joy, Empire, and Victory.

Nazrul Islam, in “The Rebel” is our modern Prometheus; he is the “Great upheaval”. the destroyer
who will “rest in quiet only when (he finds) the sky and the air free of the piteous groans of the
oppressed”, the enslaved, and the degraded. This Prometheus is also “The Comet”, who is the enemy

of all creation (that which is fixed), the revolutionary who defics God and achieves “what the hollow

stuffed God™ could not achieve; he is also the rebel who, in triumph, arrives at the gate of a liberated
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world ready to begin the creation of the human common wealth. Nazrul Islam respresents more than
the combined focus of Shelley and Beethoven. however. For him. the voice of poctry (which extends
to thousands of songs he wrote, many revealing the varicty. clarity. and creative beauty of Mozart)."?
constitutes the most comprehensive imaginary ullgrancc which humans can articulate. with cach

image lending intimacy, clarity and complexity to human experience and human possibilities.
The intimate, as used here. is more than that which is suggested by privacy or that which is character-

ized by a closc personal connection or familiar experience. It is also that which is deeply universal.
individual and immediatc. even intrinsic to the moment in the course of living. that which has often
moved the spiritually alive person to shout or to whisper inwardly. “Oh moment stay. though art so fair!™
One cannot read Nazrul Islam’s poetry or listen to his songs without cncountering those moments. And
the gracc. purity, and quality of soft dclicacy which accompanies his poems (including his songs) awaken
in or recalls to one a sensc of such fragile tenderness that onc is apt to wonder whether onc has had a

peculiar visitation. or whether a part of oneself had been suspended or had otherwisc lain dormant.

Thesc experiences of intimacy and sclf-discovery arc also sources of the passion and the push that great
poetry generates; they are likewise the electrical charges (spiritual clectricity) which forge bonds between
and among people in common mobilization toward the pursuit of joint ends. And this brings us to the last

portion of the essay: the significance of Nazrul's poctry in our contcmporary world.

That significance extends to many arcas. Those arcas include bridging gaps in international and inter-
cultural perceptions, helping to avoid certain forms of human conflicts, giving support to multicultural-
ism, offering re-inforcement for human rights and fundamental freedoms, illuminating our sense of
human historical evolution, and refining our aesthetic sensitivities. We will touch on each in the order of

its mention.

One of the areas of contemporary misperception in international and intercultural relations is that

Islam is an intolerant, parochial, and reactionary religion. Likewise, it is mistakenly claimed. militants

'* The issue of Nazrul Islam’s songs must be dealth with in another essay. Let is suffice to say that he
cannot be fully known without careful attention to his songs.
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within the world of Islam arc fundamentalists—meaning. they seck not only (o subject all social. political.
and cultural life to an unquestioning acceptance of ancient religious dogma. but they are also cnemics of
pluralism and the secular order which has defined and is defined by pluralism. Since the West is. by
definition. sccular in its cultural emphasis. Islam is. by definition. anti-West. Apart from the fact that such
perceptions and claims overlook evidence that Islam. historically. had accepled the persecuted out of
Christian Europe. disrcgard the sources of Muslim militancy. and fundamentally stercotype all Muslims,
they miscast Muslims throughout the world into an oppositional identity."* The poctry of Nazrul Islam. a
devout Muslim, which invites Christians, Muslims. Jews. Hindus. among others. to a common identity is a

powerful source to help remove the misperception.

The removal of the misperception mentioned above may even help to subvert the claim (which could
become a self-fulfilling prophecy) that human beings. having successively exhausted conflicts based on
political dynastics. nation-states. and socio-economic ideologies. are now moving toward a “clash of
civilizations™—the “broadest level of cultural identity people have short of that which distinguishes
humans from other species™.'" The claim here is that people of different civilizations (Western. Hindu.
Confucian. and Islamic. among others) have different and incompatible “vicws on the relations between
God and man. the individual and the group, the citizen and the statc” parcnts and children. husband and
wife, as well as different views of the relative importance of rights and responsibilities. liberty and author-
ity. equality and hierarchy.™" To Nazrul Islam, these so-called differences of civilization are but falsc
barriers. which the voice of poetry—in the images of the identitics it creates—is intended to overcome,
Besides. in his usc of images from Greck, Roman, Islamic, Hindu. Turkish cultures. he sought to
demonstrate that onc can elcct what to emphasize in dealing with peoples of varying cultural back-
grounds: the supposed incompatible differences that are often convenicntly used divide humans. or the

actual distinctions between and among human groupings which enrich our fundamental commonalitics.

"> Mark W. Janis, ed., The Influence of Religion on the Development of International Law (London:
Matinus Nijhoff Publishers, 1991), pp. 107-143.

" Samuel P. Huntington, “The Clash of Civilization” in Foreign Affairs, Vol. 72 #3 (Summer. 1993).

" Ibid., p. 25.
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He was not unawake to other socio-cconomic and gender divisions within the human family. cither. In his

poems on “Woman”, “King and Subjects”, “Coolies and Labourers™ and “Day-Labourcrs”. onc finds not
only a focus on the day when “all kings of the world will sing in chorus to their subjects’ victory”. and on
a time when woman will “tear off the veil” that has made her a coward and strip “all ornaments and
dresses that stand there as symbols of (her) slavery™, but an emphasis on the time when workers (includ-
ing women) will win control of their well-being and on the unity of civilizations. after removing the
“cover of artificial painted skin”. and ensuring that the pain of onc will be the pain of all. In his own

words, in his poem “Coolies and Labourers™

Let the high hcavens

Break down into this room of ours
Let the sun. the moon and the stars
Pour on our heads in showers.

Let men of all ages and climes
From cvery race and country

Unite and combine.

And hear the song of Unity.

Today lct us be cqual and frce.
And if anybody hits onc of us.

Let us all feel the pain in cqual degrec.
Let the disgrace of onc

Be considered a shame

To the whole of mankind.

In secking the unity sought in the last-quoted poem. the voice of Nazrul's poctry is not one that makes
light of cultural differences that exist between and among peoples. or one that pursucs a unity that is
grounded on the extinction of any of the many rich and enriching cultural cxpressions within the human
family. He is among the first authentic multiculturalists and, therefore, very pertinent to our current

emphasis on mulitculturalism.

Many are the thinkers who have sought the unity of human beings. Beethoven. who is alluded to
above, did; the Italian poet, Dante, also had this goal as a focus—to mention but two examples among
artists. In the world of the political, the number of thinkers and actors that have sought this end is too
numerous to mention. The houses of philosophy and theology are also richly decorated with the statutcs of

luminaries who have dealt with the ideal of human unity. In almost all cases. however. such thinkers




ve sought to to effect that unity through “assimilation™ or through the cutural control
the claims of other cultural groupings. Even today. the i_dca of cultural equality is

0 such thinkers and public leaders. Nazrul Islam’s poctry is concerned with cffecting
d among identities o create a new global identity. Its interest is to show that in many
t the onc docs not mean the undermining of the many: and that the citizen of the*new
cvolution) is one who has the capacity for empathic interpretation of the many lo
naintain the oncness of humanity. Nazrul Islam’s poetry is also rclevant to the singlc

national expression, to date, of human moral solidarity. the human rights movement.

s is well known. began after World War IT and has had its most important lego-

the 1948 Univcrsal Declaration of Human Rights (UD). This declaration’s focus is
rvwhere. So any emphasis on nationals (citizens) or co-rcligionists—as was (he

45 cra and. to a large extent, pursucd today by many a political leader—is not a

his docs not mean that a country may not scck to promote and cnsure international
1an rights of persons who are nationals or co-religionists. A country may. But such
ust be on grounds that those individuals arc Aumans who also happen to be nationals
d the country which pursues such protection must also be prepared to act on behalf of
vith whom it shares no bonds of nationality. religion. racc. cthnicity. language. et
whencver the need arises. This is the h1caning of the now famous non-discrimination
he UD. That article proclaims that everyone, without distinction of any kind such as
cligion. national or social origin or other status is cntitled to the rights recognized.
plso is the fact that. with a human rights emphasis, how a country treats humans in
ding those who are its own citizens, can no longer be the concern of that country.

becomes the concern of all countries.

sponsible to promote and protect the rights of every member of the human family.
lude the right to health care, to a fair trial, to education, to frecdom of thought,

bn, (0 food, to free speech, against torture and degrading treatment, to housing, to

privacy, and to a social and international order within which thosc rights are fully realized, then the sum

and scope of that protection is nothing less than human security”'®. Morc is cntailed here.

The principle of human security is, in turn. linked to the view that the inherent dignity of all human
beings and the rights associated with that dignity do not only express the moral and spiritual sisterhood/
brotherhood of human beings. but also represent the moral foundations on which friendly rclations be-
tween and among countrics can be fully developed and maintained. So the moral appropriatcness of any
international course of conduct. according to the human rights norms. cannot be measured by the old
practice (which has continued) of sclf-dcfined national interests. but by the extent to which such would-be

conduct agrees with the well-being of the human family.'’

Long before the UD was adopted, Nazrul Islam was championing the claims of human rights, and the
voice of his poetry in this area illuminates the lic which is often engaged in when it is said that human
rights are the West's cultural gift to the rest of the world. It also exposes the lic which says Muslins are
opposcd to human righlé, Far morc important. that voice cmbraces not simply the individual human
rights that are so carelessly rccited, but captures the general conceptual foundations on which particular
rights arc grounded: equality and non-discrimination, human unity. a singlc human family. human
dignity. human (as distinct from national) security, and mutual vulnerability and responsibility. These arc
the conceptual norms found in the last poem quoted. In that quote Nazul beckons people of all “ages and
climes™ and from “cvery race and country” to “unite and and combine™ and “hear the song of Unity™.
And. as people who arc “cqual and frec”, to commit themselves to the proposition that *if somcbody hits
one of us™, “all (should) feel the pain in equal degrec™; and that the “disgrace of one™ be considered a
shame to “the whole of mankind”. Is there any more profound expression of human security, human
equality. non-discrimination, and human dignity? Is there a more eloquent statement of the position that

how a country treats its own citizen is the business of all countrics and that the moral fitness of a given

' Winston E. Langley. “The Significance of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights” in The Journal
of Oriental Studies, Vol. XXX VII #2 (1998), pp. 34-58

" Ibid.



course of action by any country is (o be assessed not be the so-called national interest but by its

relationship to the well-being of all humans?

The final area of Narul Islam’s relevance to contemporary life is that of the pronounced end of history.
This is an idea which claims that the liberal democratic form of social order and the human type that
order has produced constitute the summit of human cultural achicvement. In short. although history will
continue and other human beings will populate this carth. the human cultural type produced by liberal

democracy represents the cultural evolutionary end to which history had been tending.'®

The end of history. in the liberal democratic type of human being, would mean the end of the voicc of
poetry and human mmaginative possibilities: it would also mean the imitation of this typc by all other
human beings. making the latter nothing but, as said before. counterfeits: and its would mecan that the
purification of the currupt consciousness which has informed the economic greed so intimately associated
with liberal democracy. would remain dominant in social life. Most important, the rich intellectual.
acsthetic. and moral solidarity of human beings. promised by the human rights and multicultural move-
ments. and implicit in the light of doubt which the voice of poetry visits on human certaintics—a doubt

which also emanates from the inter-scctions of interactions among cultures. will have been lost.

Nazrul Islam’s voice of poetry dissents from the conclusion of a “last man™ on a number of grounds.
First. that the supposed “last man™ has come without the “pitcous groan of the oppressed™ removed.
Second. the conclusion is based on the assumption that the human capacity to construct the ideal social
and cultural order is reposed in the confines of a singlc cultural expression or individual historical entity.
And that assumption is not supported by any historical cvidence. given the fact that social and cultural
cspressions or historical entities such social class, the church, the nation. to mention a few, have them-
selves proven to be such failures.'” Third. far from facing the end of history, humanity is but at the mere

beginning of an entry into a new era of its history—a beginning defined by humans consciously living as a

'8 Francis Fukuyama, The End of History and the Last Man (New York: The Frec Press, 1992)

' See Glen Tinder, “What Should Political Theory Be Now” in John S. Nelson. ed.. What Should
Political Theory Be Now (Albany, New York: State University of New York Press, 1983). pp. 153-158. |
owe part of my views here to the thinking of Glen Tinder, found in this essay and in our several discuss-

“single people” and. in the words of Nazrul, undergoing thc “Baptism of a New World™.*" This new world

will have no changeless center to which all must be linked, no unvarying dircction which everyone must
follow, and. consistent with multiculturalism, no single cultural model. which all must copy. Fourth. sincc
the self (individual and collective) which the voice of poetry expresses. seeks and nurtures is not, as
Oakeshott informs us and Nazrul contends, communicable or choosable in advance. the idca of the final
type of person and the end of history is poetically wanting in validity. Phrased in another fashion. if the
liberal democratic order were the final stage in human cultural evolution. it would mean that all human
beings of future decades and centuries would be of a cultural type communicated and chosen in advancc of
their very being. Nazrul's voice of poctry also dissents from the “cnd of history™ thesis on a fifth and a

sixth ground.

In each person, according to Nazrul. is the root of life, with its own divinc fire, buds of secrets. and its
own wisdom and aesthetic rhythm. Those buds, for example, come to flower under certain climatic con-
ditions. only. For human beings. their evolution as a “single pecople™ conscious of itsclf—especially as the
dignity of human labor comes to be recognized and respected—will represent a unique cultural climate.
And the root of life will yicld outcomes about which we have not yet thought. In his poem “Human’
Being™. onc finds him pointing to many of the great cultural figures of history and then noting that cvery-

onc may be like them. in creative work. In his own words:

Don’t laugh, my fricnd--the self within us

is fathomless and infinite.

Do I--or does anyone--what greatness

may lie within that self?...

Who knows what is one’s limit or origin!

Who finds what path to follow?

Whom do you hate, brother, whom do you kick?
Perhaps within his heart

resides the ever-awakened God!

Or perhaps he’s nobody that important.

great, or of high esteem--but someone

who’s covered with filth, badly wounded and battered.
and burning with sorrow.

Yet all the holy scriptures and houses of worship
are not as sacred as that one tiny human body!
Perhaps he’ll father--in his house will be born--

% See his “Dawn of a New Creation” in Mohammad Nurul Huda, ed.. Poetry of Kazi Nazrul Islam. Vol. |

ions.

(Dhaka: Nazrul Institute, 1997), pp. 95-96.
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someone yet unmatched in the history of the world.
who'll deliver a message never heard before,
whose great power the world has yet to witness.

The sixth and final arca of dissent has to do with Nazrul's belief in the nceessily ol having peoplc’s
acsthetic senscs play a more significant role in the structure and opcrations of society. And by aesthetic
scnse, as used here. is meant not merely a sharpened sensory responsc (o and appreciation for the refined.
the subdued. the polished or adorned. but also a stirred and excited sensitivity which awakens within one
special capacities for moral discrimination, which recommends a continuing purification of certain foul
cmotional and psychological states. which invites and educates a disposition hat sceks its own truth. and
which cultivates a temperment against savagery. ugliness. coarsencss. indecency and vulgarity.

The vulgarity against which Nazrul—this twentieth century Mozart—directed so many of his sevcral
thousand songs and many a poem is to be found in the violence and domination of one person, group. or
culturc against or over another; ugliness, in the social, psychological or cmotional humiliation of onc by
another: and indecency. in the co-existence of homelessncss. starvation. poverty and illiteracy with
unexampled riches. enlighteniment. and the comforts of home. To him. likewisc. coarseness and savagery
are 1o be found in a totalitarian science and its broader culture, which deny or is insensitive to the
sacredness of naturc and which has sponsored and encouraged its brutal manipulation. The aesthetic

disposition he seeks is one which is fully conscious of our oneness with nature and is capable of fucling a

collective attitude that will seek to rediscover and reclaim a partnership with all of nature.

To Nazrul Islam, this citizens of the world. the voice of poetry is the image and intimation of, and

beckoning toward, all we can be.

==
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Nazrul : A Poet of Equality and Unity

Nazrul lived in a world deeply afflicted
by inequality, bigotry, hypocrisy, commu-
nalism and sectarianism, much in the name
of religion. He spoke up against it--through
his poetry, songs, essays, speeches, actions.
He paid a heavy price for speaking up
courageously and conscientiously. Still, in
so doing he reached beyond protestations
and into the very depth of the human spiri-
tual quest in which the barriers of separa-
tion and conflicts give way to a realization
of our universal equality and unity in diver-
sity. Today, only the time has changed, but
not its nature of affliction. The progress
which humanity has made to overcome
such afflictions seems to be trifle compared
to the multitudes of novel masks, forms and
fashions through which such afflictions con-
tinue-only with humanityis ever-growing
power to be destructive. As such, Nazrul
speaks to us today with as equal if not more
of - a sense of relevance, freshness and
urgency as he did during his time. The fol-
lowing poems are two particular examples
of Nazrulis realization of the universal
equality and unity of human spirituality.

I Sing of Equality

Ising of equality

in which dissolves

all the barriers and estrangements,

in which are united

Hindus, Buddhists, Muslims, Christians,
I sing of equality.

Who are you?--A Parsee? AJain? AJew?
A Santal, a Bheel or a Garo?

A Confucian? A disciple of Charbak?

Go on--tell me what else!

Whoever you are, my friend,

whatever holy books or scriptures

you stomach or carry on your shoulder

or stuff your brains with-—the Quran, the Puranas,
the Vedas, the Bible, the Tripitaka, the Zend-Avesta,
the Grantha Saheb — why do you waste your labor?
Why inject all this into your brain?

Why all this—-like petty bargaining in a shop

when the roads are adorned with blossoming flowers?
Open your heart--within you lie

all the scriptures,

all the wisdom of all ages.

Within you lie all the religions,

all the prophets--your heart

is the universal temple

of all the Gods and Goddesses.

Why do you search for God in vain

within the skeletons of dead scriptures

when he smilingly resides in the privacy

of your immortal heart?

I'm not lying to you, my friend

before this heart

all the crowns and royalties surrender,

This heart is Neelachal, Kashi, Mathura,
Brindaban, Budh-Gaya, Jerusalem, Medina, Ka'aba.
This heart is the mosque, the temple, the church.
This is where Jesus and Moses found the truth.

In this battlefield

the young flute player sang the divine Geeta.

In this pasture

the shepherds became prophets.

In this meditation chamber

Shakya Muni heard the call of the suffering humanity
and decried his throne.

In this voice

the Darling of Arabia heard his call,

from here he sang the Quran’s message of equality.
What I've heard, my friend, is not a lie:

there’s no temple or Ka'aba

greater than this heart!
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Castes, Classes and Communities in Bengali Literature :
Notes on Nazrul Islam as Signifier

Salimullah Khan
Economics Department
New School University, New York

I have jotted these notes down, rather hurriedly, on the occasion of Nazrul Islam’s
centennial seminar in New York. I have tentatively chosen to put them together under the
working title ‘Nazul Islam as Signifier’. As I proceeded, it became apparent that my real
title has turned out to be, * A few often forgotten facts about Nazrul Islam and the
Politics of Bengal before 1947.” Perhaps, it won’t smell as sweet. There indeed is
something in a name, Shakespeare’s roses notwithstanding. I shall, therefore, speak of a
signifier, a name ‘Nazrul Islam.”

On a permissible note, when Nazrul was still alive, or should I say not-yet-dead, 1
was in Dhaka , a university freshman. I did not go to Dhanmondi to see him. Neither did I
join in his last rites. I had a high fever that day. I had never been a Nazrul fanatic, neither
am I a worthy Nazrul scholar. I speak, perhaps, in my capacity as a trailing follower of the
great trails Nazrul once blazed. I stand in the position of a debtor to Nazrul Islam for
whatever worth my voice has today. That experience explains why I am here to speak on
the signifier Nazrul Islam.

I have been informed by well meaning friends that there were doubts and dissents
in the Committee which agreed to ask me to speak on Nazrul. I do not know of a reason
why they finally agreed, save for the reason of all reasons, namely shortage of funds. I
shall not, therefore, abuse my privileges. This explains in brief why I will be brief and, by
necessity, when the rolling stone gathers no more moss of qualification, my essay will
have to be written. The notes before you represent, necessarily, some fragments from
that got-to-be written essay. I shall speak of my unhappiness with the state of the signifier
‘Nazrul Islam’.

In 1334 Anno Bengalica, in an open letter to Ibrahim Khan, Nazrul Islam
remembered the reception he received from Muslim and Hindu communities. “If I deny
today the fact of my debt to the Hindu writers and the populace at large of their intense
love and affection bestowed on me”, wrote Nazrul:

I will forfeit my right to be taken for a son of man. But it is true that a handful of Hindu
and Brahmo writers have, out of jealousy, been abusing me in the dirtiest of languages
possible and a number of conservative ‘Hindu Sabhawalas’ are smearing my name, but
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these can be counted on one’s fingertips. Their aggression is purely communal or private. I
have not blamed the whole of the Hindu community for the injustice perpetrated by a few
folks and I shall never do that. Moreover, in these days of communal frenzy, the very fact
that I happen to be a Musalman is in itself a crime to many Hindus, no matter how non-
communal I might be. ( Nazrul 1993: 394)

I shall, in particular, argue that the dominant currents of ideology in Bengali
literature has not, to this day, overcome their class and community prejudices contra
Nazrul Islam, the signifier. Illustrating what I mean I will cite a handful of instances.
Against this cold wind, I will maintain that Nazrul Islam was not a fool, not an all air
balloon of cheap sentiments, not an uneducated man of sorts. I will seek to support the
position that Nazrul Islam was fully aware of his historical mission and his ‘symbolic’
position. In effect, I seek to argue that in becoming the signifier of the Muslim
community, and for that matter, of sub-alternity in general in Bengal circa 1920s, Nazrul
Islam re-presented the best Bengal could present historically.

|

On November 5 and 6, 1932, Nazrul Islam delivered his presidential address to
the Bengal Muslim Youth Conference in Sirajganj. There, he narrated an incident full of
symbolic significance. One day, in the very first days of his literary career, Nazrul received
a money-order of ten takas along with the following inscription in the hand-writing of
Syed Ismail Hossain Shiraji: “ Your writings please me, so I send you ten takas in
felicitation. Please don’t refuse. I will be hurt if you do. If I could afford, I would have
mailed you takas ten thousand.” (Nazrul 1993:93) ‘In tears’, Nazrul tells his audience in
the home town of the late great man, “did I read and re-read those couple of lines, wet in
the honey of affection: 1 took those ten takas and touched my head with them.” Nazrul
described his predecessor as “ The first and foremost vanguard of the young Muslims of
Bengal, the standard-bearer of youth, Mr. Maulana Syed Ismail Hossain Shiraji, ... the
immortal poet of ‘Anal Probah’ [ The Stream of Flames].” ( Nazrul 1993:93)

Shiraji understood Nazrul. It was the time a proto-bourgeoisie, often spoken of as
‘an educated middle class’ in bourgeois sociology, among the Muslims of Bengal was
sprouting. They, too, understood. What has been described as the Resorgimento of the
Bengal Muslims, found Nazrul Islam as its next standard bearer. No understanding of
Bengal’s Muslim Community can be worth a penny unless it can make sense of Nazrul
Islam. Nazrul Islam identified himself with the rising Muslim bourgeoisie and its radical,
democratic aspirations since his debut . He stood in uncompromising opposition to both
the moribund, ‘feudalistic’ Muslim upper classes and the anti-democratic (upper) caste
Hindu classes, which included the great Rabindranath Tagore. I will cite an example of
what, in this text, ‘anti-democracy’ means and how the scion of the feudal-turned-
bourgeois great family of Bengal provided a proof of the rule by no exception.

In chapter thirty-four, interestingly titled ‘The Self-destruction of Bengal’, of
their new Tagore biography, Krishna Dutta and Andrew Robinson cite the case. 1 will
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quote in extenso, it is a lesser tort to extort than to distort, or so I console myself. Dutta
and Robinson write:

The crux of the political problem was the Hindu-Muslim divide in Bengal. As part of the
machinery of political reform in India leading to the Government of India Act of 1935, the
government in London, after consultations with Indian leaders, had announced the
Communal Award in August 1932 - against which Gandhi had started his ‘fast unto
death’, stopped by the conclusion of the Poona Pact in late September. Under the original
plan, before the Pact, the future legislature of Bengal was to have 250 seats, of which the
Muslims were to get 121 seats and the Hindus 78 seats ( 25 seats were to go to the
Europeans, the remaining twenty-six seats to other ‘special interests’, including the
Untouchables or ‘Scheduled Castes’). Each block of seats was to have a separate
electorate. The implications for Hindus- 45 per cent of Bengal’s population was
catastrophic: from having 60 per cent of the elected seats, they were to be reduced to
having 39 per cent or less. Correspondingly the Muslims - with 55 per cent of the
population - were to have more than 48 per cent of the seats. And for the high-caste
Hindus, worse was to come with the Poona Pact : in deference to Gandhi as the
acknowledged leader of the Congress, Ambedkar, the leader of the Scheduled Castes
(Untouchables), reluctantly agreed to renounce separate electorates and merge the
Scheduled castes with the rest of the Hindus, in exchange for having 30 * reserved seats’
out of the 78 seats allotted to all Hindus. Thus, in a 250-seat legislative assembly, high-
caste Hindus, the undoubted leaders of Bengali society for nearly two centuries, were to be
guaranteed just 48 seats, a mere one-fifth of the total.” ( Dutta and Robinson 1996: 338-
339)

Dutta and Robinson, however, sweep over the fact that the two centuries old leaders of Bengali
society would hardly count for ten per cent of the whole population. In fact 48 seats were 24 seats
too many even by the simple arithmetic of liberal democracy. But continue the distinguished
authors continue: N

They had acquiesced at the time of the fast in 1932, Tagore included - but within months
they began a long agitation against both the Communal Award and the Poona Pact, with
Tagore’s support. He admitted he made a mistake, out of concern for Gandhi’s life, and he
wrote to Gandhi that the Pact would cause a * fatal break in the spirit of mutual
cooperation in our province.” Shortly after he added: © You know that I am not a politician,
and I look upon the whole thing from the point of view of humanity which will cruelly
suffer when its claim to justice is ignored.” But Gandhi and other Congress leaders were
not convinced that there had been an injustice. The Mahatma advised Tagore that he
should convene a meeting of all the parties in Bengal and try to persuade them to alter the
seat allocation. He was opposed to making appeals to the British, as Tagore appeared to
want: Bengalis, Gandhi felt, must resolve the problem by mutual agreement. ( Dutta and
Robinson 1996: 339)

It is apparent that to Rabindranath ‘humanity’ from whose point of view he did ‘look upon the
whole thing’ and whose “claim to justice’ was ignored signified nothing but ‘the upper caste Hindu
minority, ‘the leaders of Bengali society for nearly two centuries’. Further, as Dutta and Robinson
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carry on:



No agreement was feasible. three years later, in 1936, Rabindranath joined other
prominent Bengali Hindus in sending a memorial to the secretary of state for India in
London, asking for a modification of the Communal Award; he also presided over an
impassioned mass meeting on the subject in Calcutta. In his speech he reiterated his usual
disclaimer that he was no politician. Events had forced his hand, he said: I found it
painfully impossible to ignore the sinister threat of a bisecting blade hissing while being
sharpened, ready to divide the one vital sensitive cord that is to bind our people into a
nation.” But for all that, Tagore put his signature to the following politically explosive
statement in the memorial:

the Hindus of Bengal, though numerically a minority, are overwhelmingly superior
[ to the Muslims- (Dutta and Robinson add)] culturally, constituting as much as
64 per cent of the total literate population and more than 80 per cent of the total
school-going population, while their economic preponderance is equally manifest
in the spheres of the independent professions and commercial careers . . .

The secretary of state replied that nothing could be done without the consent of all
those concemned. a Bengali Muslim newspaper commented with some acidity that even if
the above facts were fully correct, ‘we are rather surprised to find that in these days of
democracy claims have been put forward on grounds which are fofally anti- democratic.
How far such claims are consistent with Dr Rabindranath’s professed ideas we are unable
to say.’ ( Dutta and Robinson 1996: 339-340; emphasis added.)

Thus I will leave the story here . Why do I sing this Rabindra song while husking Nazrul’s
rice? I do this to suggest that Nazrul’s self-identification with the Muslim Community, very much
unlike that of Tagore’s with the upper caste Hindus, did not lead to reactionary ‘anti-democratic’
ideas even in those heady days of high communalism in Bengal’s body politic.

Nazrul Islam has often been pitied for having missed the benefits of a modern
education. Kazi Abdul Wadud, a contemporary critical admirer of Nazrul Islam, concedes
that Nazrul is guilty of many vices including that of being a ‘savage’ and ‘uneducated’ (
Wadud 1988: 523) Yet, Wadud agrees, Nazrul Islam is the first Bengali Muslim writer
who won the respect and admiration countrywide, and of all sections of the people. (
Wadud 1988: 518) Wadud
takes in to account the fact that Nazrul Islam is the first and foremost, among all of them,
Hindu and Muslim writers, who became a writer of the people, of the masses so-called in
bourgeois sociology. That Nazrul’s approach to the Hindu-Musalman problem proceeded
from that fact, his commitment to the cause of democracy and the working classes, which
stood in such stark contrast to Tagore’s elitist communalism evades Abdul Wadud. And,
in this, he is in good company.

Nazrul stood for the rights of the Muslim peoples of Bengal as he stood for the
Revolution in Russia, in Turkey and in Ireland, for that matter. Didn’t he named a child of
his Sun Yat Sen, or which sounded ‘Sunny’ in bad old anglicization? Another son was
named Lenin, reduced to Nini. Yet Abdul Wadud interprets Nazrul’s sympathies for the
cause of Turkey as ‘his pains for Islam in crisis’ [biponna Islamer joinnye taNr bedona]. (
Wadud 1988: 518) I do not take this as a minor lapse on Wadud’s part. It is symptomatic

of liberalism’s anxiety and hatred for anything smelling of the people, of the national-
popular. Nazrul Islam as signifier of multiple identity, a Muslim, a nationalist, a pro-
Communist revolutionary remains incomprehensible to liberal ideology. In that sense, I
reiterate, Kazi Abdul Wadud’s position is symptomatic.

Speaking presidentially at a conference in Chittagong, in 1929, Nazrul said of the
Hindu-Musalman divide:

That India is still under foreign rule and that she is not yet on her way to independence-
there are only great commotions for the occasion and spoliation of fortunes- is explained
only by the fact that our Hindus and Musalmans do not respect but hate each other. Much
as we, Musalmans, are jealous of the progress of our Hindu neighbors so do the Hindus
despise us on account of our degradation. The greatest harm that the English rule has
inflicted on us is this: the charms of her culture has made our two communities [amader
dui jati ] mutually oblivious of the others culture and civilization. The Hindu sees our
untidy, uneducated peasants and workers - and they are the majority among our folks - and
concludes a Musalman is by definition such a dirty, such a foolish, dogmatic creature.
Thinks, perhaps, it shall always be like it had always been. Poor, foolish Kalimuddi Mian
to him is the measure of the ‘average’ [ in English in original ] Muslim. (Nazrul 1993:
104)

II

Perhaps it has not evaded you that the title of this essay contains the expression
“Nazrul Islam as Signifier”. By that I do not mean “Signifiers of Nazrul Islam”. Yet there
is a lot about signifiers of Nazrul Islam too!

Rabindranath Tagore’s ire on Nazrul Islam’s deployment of the signifier ‘khun’ in
place of the familiar ‘rakta’ ( blood ) is perhaps the most notorious of such symptomatic
wars over signifiers, save for the Bengali Hindu signifier ‘jal’ against the northern Indian
and east Bengali ‘pani’. Nazrul made an effort at defending himself: “In employing this
Arabo-Persian elements I am not alone at all. Bharatchandra, Rabindranath, and
Satyendranath did all the same long before me.” (Nazrul 993:26) Nazrul argues further:

1 apply ‘khun’ in my poems, not to paint them a /a Musalman, or a la Bolshevik. It may be
that our poet , nowadays, can not stand the colors of either of those two.

1 have applied not simply “khun” - I have made use of many more Arabo-Persian words
that are current in Bengali. I have a reason for that. I happen to think that the Goddess of
World Poetry has an Islamic mode. I too do not know that that appearance has diminished
her finery in any sense. The late Ajit Chakraborty, too, appreciated that mode all too
much.

A couple of Iranian ornaments will not make the Goddess of Bengali poetry an outcast, she

actually looks prettier at that.



Virtua!ly, half of the omaments of today’s goddess of art is a la Musalman in mode. The
necess*ty and artistry of such appearance forms are recognized by all artists. Pandit
Malabiya may perhaps not recognize, but Rabindranath, and Abanindranath sure will.

Not just the Great Poet, but many a litterateur today forget that half the devotees of the |
Goddesg of Poetry in Bengal are Musalmans. They, nowadays, don’t just desire them to
appear in costumes of ‘tupee’ and ‘achkan’, but would like to hear once in a while a little
‘sarenghi’ tuning along with ‘violin’, they want to lay ear to the Garden’s ‘Bulbuli’ while
the Cuckoo is resting in the bushes of flower . ( Nazrul 1993; 27-28 )

'Caste and class hatred in the Communal wars of Bengal, simultaneously hidden out and
thrown in as wars of signifiers, did not escape Nazrul Islam. He did write:

It is quite sometime that I have noticed something curious. Many Hindu gentlemen from
upper class families do put on pyjama-sherwani-tupee, even lunghi is not exempted.
Noquy ridicules them at that, their dresses eamn the appellation ‘Oriental’. When a
Muslim accommodates one of the same outfits he tums into a ‘Mia Saheb’ ( a peasant)! If
the Maulana and Narada the Sage contest a championship on account of their beards, it is

hard to tell who will snatch the laurels; yet ridiculing this knows no limit . ( Nazrul 1993:
26-27)

For those in the audience who are wondering what on earth all that sound and
fury could possibly signify, I shall be content to refer to an illustration of J acques Lacan’s,
sometimes described as ‘Europe’s major Freudian psychoanalyst’. Lacan quotes a nursery
song : Le chien fait miaou, le chat fait oua-oua’, which translates as “the dog goes
miaow, the cat goes woof-woof”. The child who attributes the dog and the cat with the

wrong sound, nevertheless creates a meaning, thanks to language as a symbolic order, The |

child’s attribution , says the great psychoanalyst, “ by disconnecting the animal from its
cry, .sudd.enly raises the sign to the function of the signifier and reality to the sophistics of
signification, and by contempt for verisimilitude, opens up the diversity of objectifications
of the same thing that have to verified. ( Lacan 1977: 303-4; emphases added.) I shall

argue that Nazrul Islam is not to be construed as sign, but as signifier. What does Nazrul
Islam signify, then?

o Mgmo: Lacan defines a signifier as, “that which represents a subject for another
signifier”, in opposition to the sign, which ‘represents something for someone’.
Hovsfever, no signifier can signify the subject. ( Lacan 1977a; 207, Evans 1996: 187 ). If
th_at 15 so Nazrul Islam the signifier represents the Bengali Muslim not for the Bengali
Hl_ndu as subject but for the signifiers representing them. The Bengali Muslim does not
exist without Kalimuddi Mian Saheb or Kazi Nazrul Islam. The Bengali Muslim is an
effect, there is, contrary to Ferdinand de Saussure, no signified without a signifier.
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Thirty years ago, a twentysome young Bengali Muslim man published a brief
essay - originally written in English and titled ¢ Literary Ideals of Bengal’- which, I
confess, represents the best of all 1 read on Nazrul Islam so far. In that essay, the young
Ahmad Sofa chalked out- with the artistry of a master - a cartograph of Bengali literature
post circa 1860. Sofa spoke there of Madhusudhan, Bankimchandra, Rabindranath and
Nazrul Islam, in that order, as the makers of literary ideals of modern, that is colonial,
Bengal. Writing in 1969, Ahmad Sofa regretted : “ To this day the literary works of our
literature’s latest ideal-maker and our latest great poet await their wholesome
appreciation.” It is my contention in these notes that thirty years later- Abdul Kadir’s
labors and the semi-finished Works of Nazrul notwithstanding- Sofa’s observation
remains sadly true.

The state of Nazrul studies in Bengali today remains sadly anachronistic,
provincial and a peculiar instance of mis-recognition. I can not speak for languages other
Bengali where Nazrul studies may have taken giant strides forward. I must apologize for
my mis-education. On that note I shall argue, that to this day Nazrul Islam remains his
own best critic This I will try to suggest in the remainder of these notes.

As I have already asserted, Nazrul Islam is the first great writer in colonial
Bengal, who could be described as a man of the people, of republican democracy, in
every sense of that all too misused word. It suffices to recall Nazrul’s defiant admiration
of the Russian, Turkish and Irish Revolutions. ( Nazrul 1993a: 810) That he named one of
his sons Kazi Sun Yat Sen is no non-sense evidence of his anti-imperialism. No other
literary figure in Bengal’s history - and perhaps not too many in the whole of our
continent- comes even close to Nazrul. I do not need to remind anyone in this audience
the facts of Nazrul’s incarceration , the banning of books written and newspapers by
Nazrul. No one can accuse the English occupation forces of subjecting the great poet to
the ignominy of indifference. Old Rabindranath Tagore’s telegram to the young prisoner -
“Give up hunger strike, our literature claims you’- reportedly remained undelivered.

The English uncivilization in India could not break the poet. who reached the rank
of Havildar, ‘which was equivalent to being a sergeant’, as Nirad C. Chaudhuri kindly
reminds the modern reader, in the 49th Bengali Regiment in Mesopotamia in the first
World War. (Chaudhuri 1987: 148) What broke youthful poet’s enthusiasm was the state
of his own people. Since the uncivilizing mission of England in India, Nazrul’s is the only
poetry, which made the sub-altern classes audible in and beyond Calcutta, in fact
throughout Bengal. Hardly anybody would disagree today, the literature of Bengal in the
colonial times was by and large an affair of a very narrow elite, based on landed property ,
positions in lower bureaucracy and the so-called elite professions.

I shall argue that Nazrul Islam fully identified himself with the Muslim community
of Bengal. He never minced his words about it. Nazrul’s sub-alternity and his
identification with the Muslim community are convergent on each other. Nazrul insisted
on writing Bengali. But Bengali as written at the time was useful to him only to a limited
extent. Nazrul brought the Bengali as spoken in Muslim households back to Bengali
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literature and tune. The liberating effect is not idiosyncratic of a certain poet, but historical
in every sense of that word.

Nazrul Islam’s identification with the Muslim community did not lead him to
separatism. He remained, even if naively, a firm believer in the possibility of a united
nation of Hindus and Muslims in Bengal. From the inception of his career Nazrul’s
mythology and imaginary, his battery of signifiers and the symbolic was equally Hindu and
Muslim. It occasionally appeared more Muslim than Hindu as he was breaking new
ground. Nearly half a millennium’s contact with Islamic culture through Persian endowed
Bengali with an estimated eight to ten thousand elements , including prefixes and suffixes.
This is a story before the age of the Fort William College and the Calcutta School Book
Society. Contact with English and the reintroduction of moribund elements from Sanskrit
changed the course of the language unrecognizably off the popular speech. Fortunately for
Bengali, the needs of colonial exploitation did not dictate the education of the masses. The
masses were left alone to their own means. Bengali as spoken became progressively
alienated from Bengali as written in course of a century or so. ( Ganguli 1877)

Hindu-Muslim understanding had never been a question of tactics to Nazrul Islam,
on the contrary, it was an article of faith. He began his literary journey as an ardent Indian
nationalist. But how could that be possible, when the Muslims supposedly commanding a
fifty-five percent majority wielded a social power of less than five per cent or so in
Bengal? The Muslims must stand on their ground, reasoned Nazrul, if they were to win
power. Nazrul’s vision was well expressed in one of his last essays:

The Muslims of Bengal are half the body politic of Bengal. But this half is paralyzed by
indolence and immobility. Bengal shall never be full bodied unless this half is properly
empowered. All my life I have gave the call of prayer to gather together these dispersed,
disorganized Musalmans of Bengal, once more, under one sky’s canopy, on one Eid
ground. ( Nazrul 1993:71)

Nazrul never thought it necessary to write Shyama under a name, say,
Narendranath Roy. K. Mallik, the great singer, had to live under the identity of ‘Mallik
Moshai.” He had to rediscover under the hidden Roman signifier K. there was Kasem. Mir
Mosharraf wrote good Bengali. ‘in spite of being a Musalman’. That was news to the
great Bankimchandra. Here is the historical significance of Nazrul Islam. Hadn’t Nazrul’s
early books to be profusely annotated with apologies for such signifiers as ‘Shahid’
saying  there is no proper Bengali equivalent for Shahid ( martyr)? Ten years, more or
less, that shook Bengal may justly be named Nazrul Islam. Their impact will never be
over-estimated. The signs of the formation of a Musalman proto-bourgeoisie, in
opposition to the ‘feudal’ Muslim aristocracy and the Hindu bourgeois and compradore
classes were unmistakable.

It is well known that Nazrul Islam came within an inch of founding the Communist
Party of India. In fact, he belonged to the founders of the Peasants’ and Workers' Party,
put forward as a frontal organization for the communist organizers. On his return from
the barracks, the first shelter that welcomed him was an organization by the name “The

Muslim Literary Association of Bengal’ where the future co-founder of the CPI, Muzaffar
Ahmad, happened to be an Assistant Secretary. Nazrul did not join the Muslim League,
for that matter. In one of his latest essays significantly titled “ My League and My
Congress” Nazrul wrote:

My contribution for the Musalman cause is no less than any other leader’s contribution.
All those Muslim youths who, aroused by the consciousness for a new life, are dedicating
their lives to the cause of the land and the people, took their spirit from the bowl of this
hegaar. . MNazrul 1993:72)

I recognize no ‘Leagues’, no ‘Congresses’, nothing. I recognize only the truth, recognize
universal fraternity, recognize the emancipation of all classes of the people. ( Nazrul
1993:71)

v

How is Nazrul viewed today ? I can’t hope to be comprehensive here. Let me
proceed anecdotally, anyway.

I shall cite two instances of Nazrul’s absence. Nirad C. Chowdhury, writing in
Calcutta’s weekly Desh, ranked Rabindranath as the greatest Bengali of all times, followed
by Bankimchandra, Bibekananda, Keshabchandra Sen, Saratchandra Chattopadhyay and
Subashchandra Basu, in that order. In a rejoinder, a few years later, Mr. Chowdhury
conceded he might have added the names of Ram Mohan Roy, Bhudeb Mukhopadhyay,
Akkhoikumar Datta, Madhusudhan Datta. He regretted Ishsharchandra Bidyasagar’s
exclusion. (Chowdhury 1996: 202-223)

Annadashankar Roy, in an interview with Dhaka’s fortnightly Shaili, last year,
iterated his own list of the ten greatest Bengalis. Let me excerpt:

Interviewer: Who are the ten greatest Bengalis in your opinion?

Annadashankar: O, tell me, how can I say?

Interviewer: As much as you can recall. why don’t you begin with the present century?
Annadashankar: Let me take the nineteenth century. You certainly have to count Ram
Mohan Roy. One can not omit Ishsharchandra Biddyasagar. Bankimchandra is a must.
Rabindranath, Ramkrishna Deb are must countables. Bibekananda too. One must take
Arabinda. Jagadish Chandra Basu as a scientist. Subash Chandra Basu, how many does it
add up to?

Interviewer: It makes nine in all. Should I fill in the remainder? Shrijukta Annadasankar
Roy.

An:adashankar: Oh, no, no. Wait a minute! It all spins in my head. You have to speak of
those who have achieved high distinction, That’s called greatness. You may note down
Shri Keshabchandra Sen. Greatness must measure up to that.

Interviewer: Saratchandra, Jibanananda Das, Udoyshankar, Satyajit Ray, et al?
Annadashankar: Oh, no, no, they don’t belong to the ten! ( Shaili 1998: 28)




I have always been led by the faith that, Bangladesh is one, Bengali Nation is one, Bengali
Language is one, Bengali Literature is one. Hence, the events of 1947 did not alter my
faith by a hair’s breadth. What has taken place, is true all the same. The country is
partitioned. Lots of cross migration have taken place. But the basic truth stands that the
Bengali Nation remains unpartitined, Bengali Language remains unpartitioned, Bengali
Literature remains unpartitioned. ( Shaili 1998: 26)

hd Chaudhuri and Annada Roy, the conservative and the liberal, may together be

n as evidence that no Bengali Musalman, in fact no one but a caste Hindu, ever

nted as a significant Bengali. Perhaps I have made half my case so far. This is the
imunal discourse, a discourse of the Hindu elite of Bengal underwritten by two

uries of English colonialism and guided by even a more extended period of violent
ginary. The unconscious, as Lacan says, is history. Nazrul Islam’s lot as absence is cast
at discourse of presence. The gap speaks more eloquently and more unmistakably..

Vv

Late colonialism’s other discourse in Bengal, which styles itself modernism, has
aps exerted more influence on the later generations of writers. Buddhadeb Basu and
nananda Das may be taken as, respectively, the conservative and the liberal in this
ourse. Both of these poets had once been under the spell of Nazrul Islam. They soon
disillusioned. Buddhadeb’s pitiful strictures against Nazrul Islam- “a talented boy who
er outgrew himself” - are rather well known. A protegé of Buddhadeb’s, Dipti
bathi, virtually repeated her master’s voice when she explained away Nazrul’s
ularity by pointing fingers at the tide of anti-imperialist non-cooperation movement of
1920s. ( Buddhadeb 1359: 150fF, Dipti 1992: 40) Dipti Tripathi’s conclusion
hphrases Buddhadb Basu:

In Nazrul there was no reaching the perfection, no measure of temperance, in other
words he lacked characer. ( dipti 1992:41)

rul’s poems won’t last long, not beyond the noise and bustle of the non-coperation
ement, it was predicted time and again. The substance of ‘modernist’ critique and
Hernist apology is in agreement in one thing. To both Nazrul is a poet of untaught
s, of cheap sentiment. Moreover, he lacked taste in the use of words and hence was
e to spoil a whole poem. This thinly disguised manifesto of elitism in Bengali poetry,
d its voice in such man as Buddhadeb Basu. But he is by no means alone in the
ing of this ideology.

Jibanananda Das, too, complained of Nazrul’s immaturity. In Jibanananda’s view
1 lacked the necessary ¢ genius and practiced reason’ to write great poetry. Instead
it he wrote were “interesting but not great” . In Jibanananda’s judgment: “ Some of
poems, in commitment, do fly in the face of many a modern poem; it is also not that
don’t compel your attention in their sound sense. But the order of this poetry do not
ain a genius of self-purification, you can’t find redemption in there.” ( Jibanananda
9:30-31) Jibanananda considered Nazrul a poet of the old, passing age, not a tribune
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of the new times coming. This perhaps is a more reliable guide to Jibananamda’s critical
abilities than a revealation about Nazrul Islam.

Let me now cite another couple of literary opinion makers. Ahmad Sofa and
Ahmad Sharif, both known as non-conformists and iconoclasts. I have already alluded ,
by way of admiration, to Ahmad Sofa. In his 1969 essay, Sofa ranked Nazrul as one of
the best four writers in Bengali literature, post 1860. For Sofa, after Madhusudan,
Bankimchandra and Rabindranath comes Nazrul. Nazrul’s imitators included the Islamist
and the Communist left, Farrukh Ahmad and Talim Hossain on the one hand, Sukanta
Bhattacharja and Subash Mukhopadhyay on the other, but none of them could reach his
stature. Sofa , however, forgot to see Nazrul’s shadow on Buddhadeb Basu, Jibanananda
Das and other modernist writers. That Shamshur Rahman, the poet laureate to the aspiring
bourgeoisie of East Pakistan in the 1960s, did not find any merit in Nazrul’s works should
not cause any surprise.

Ahmad Sofa’s is - as far as I can understand- the most unprejudiced, non-
jaundiced view. Sofa is able to see Nazrul’s rise and fall in the locus of the other, namely
as a signifier. Born in a poor Musalman household in West Bengal Nazrul did not
complete his school education to join the British war effort against the Osmanli Empire.
Sofa himself, however, remains a prisoner of the bourgeois liberal outlook. That explains
why he, too, does not understand Nazrul’s relationship with Islamic signifiers. In a
peculiar stricture against Farrukh Ahmad and Talim Hossain, Ahmad Sofa in essence
reproduces Abdul Wadud’s opinion only to betray his own prejudice unmistakably.
Speaking of these two Bengali Muslim poets in adversity with their times circa 1969,
Sofa writes:

Farrukh Ahmad and Talim Hossain, whose dreams and beliefs are rooted in the revival of
Islamic ideology, remain -even to this day- imprisoned like hopeless prisoners in a world
already abandoned by Nazrul.” ( Ahmad Sofa 1399:73)

It is my contention that Nazrul had never been an Islamic revivalist. It is , on the contrary,
the anxiety of the so-called secular discourse that invents Islamic revivalism in any effort
of the sub-altern to build a counter hegemonic language. Nazrul uses Islamic signifiers
neither out of choice, nor in order to appease the masses. Anyone who is familiar with the
liberation movements in North Africa or South East Asia of will recognize that Islam is a
signifier of anti-imperialist national unity. This is not a right place to expand on that. Wit
the works of Franz Fanon or Ahmed Sukorno. Ahmad Sofa’s failure to grasp this is, at
least to me, proof enough how deep and devastating has been the grip of the ruling
ideology in Bengal. Sofa’s unexamined article of faith is solidified today almost to the
level of congealed common sense that needs to be painfully uncovered. But it is not likely
to happen soon.

The liberating role of signifiers Islamic will be apparent even in a case history of
Bengal in the last century of colonial rule. Since the uncomfortable discovery -in the first
census of Bengal in 1872- that “Bengal proper, hitherto considered principally the domain
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of the Hindus, was inhabited by an unexpectedly large number of Muslims” the old British
distrust of the Muslim aristocracy got gradually changed over to a fear of the ‘masses of
believers’, who actively participated in the jihad campaigns. Describing it as at best ‘an
aggregate of believers’ Orientalist scholars in Britain have recently emphasized the
fragmentary nature of Bengali Muslim community at the turn of the last century. Many
amongst the upper-class Muslims, they point out correctly, were reluctant to accept the
indigenous Muslims as ‘real’ Muslims. ( Ahmed 1988: 7)

“While the ashraf had names and styles of address very similar to those current n
Arabia, Persia and northern India”, Rafiuddin Ahmed, a writer in old orientalist tradition,
notes:

the masses, particularly those at the poorer levels of society, had atendency to retain local
names and appellations, such as Mandal, Pramanik and Sarkar - family names
occupational in their origin to be found among the Hindus as well. ( Ahmed 1988: 6)

Rafiuddin Ahmed’s much acclaimed book has drawn attention to the fact that the thesis of
a homogeneous Muslim community was the handiwork of British bureaucrats such as
W.W. Hunter. “Hunter vigorously put forward”, Ahmed observes, “the interests of a
particular class as those of the Muslim community.” Had the orientalist been gifted with
the human faculty of thinking, if he would pause to think through his own problematic, he
would have understood the role did the signifier before condemning it.

Rafiuddin Ahmed cites cases of Sharif Muslim leaders criticizing the other’
Muslims for retaining their ‘Hindu’ names. One of his favorite ‘sources’ is Ibn Maazuddin
Ahmad, who “ while proudly describing the changes in rural Muslim society in the latter
half of the nineteenth century, appended a list of names and surnames formerly current,
disgusted that Muslims should have used such ‘despicable’ names for so long.” ( Ahmed
1988:6) If Rafiuddin Ahmed were not assuming away, but facing the problematic of Ibn
Maazuddin, he would see the role of Islam as a signifier. The signifier creates the
community. Ibn Maazuddin precisely understood that.

Space would not permit a proper treatment of the question of caste in these notes.
But parenthetically, it may be mentioned the fact that the former ‘untouchables’ in Bengal
or for that matter in the rest of India, could not emancipate themselves or to the extent
they could, are functions of that signifier, its absence and presence. It is a common mistake
of sociology to assume that caste system is a purely and simply an occupational system. It
is not. It is an articulation of ideolgy - popularly called religion- as such. ( Dumont 1972:
134) In a recent study in the same traditon as Rafiuddin Ahmed’s Sekhar Bandyopadhyay
has discussed the development of the same quest for identity among the ‘depressed
classes’, or as they would be called subsequently the ‘scheduled castes’, of Bengal during
roughly the same period. (Bandyopadhyay 1990) The Namasudras of eastern Bengal, one
of the depressed castes had their first organized protest iin 1872 and by 1937 the
Scheduled castes managed to get 30 seats reserved for them in Bengal legislature.




Referring to inter caste rivalries as well as intra caste elite mass differentiations,
Bandyopadhyay writes:

This led to a transformation of these caste movements from social protest to what may be
called the politics for reservation. Now the elite leaders of the backward castes made use of
the depressed condition of the majority of their caste brothers as a political capital in their
bid for power and patronage in institutional politics. (Bandyopadhyay 1990:203-204)

The result : the organization of the Scheduled Castes could not ultimately emerge as third
force in Bengal politics. Bandyopadhyay, being the elitist writer that he is, cannot think beyond
the bid for power and patronage of the elite leaders as ultimate reasons Jeading to their failure. I
hope this two cases of contrast will make the role of a signifier abundantly clear. The Muslims of
Bengal or at least the majority of them had long been looked down upon by the superior caste
Hindus as well as upper class Muslims just as another Hindu caste. To wit even today, government
registered deeds of land sales and purchases reflect the survival of such things as “Naju Mian
pichore Ali Ahmad , sakin Dakkhin Nalbilla, pesha krishi, jate Musalman.” In case of a lower
caste Hindu the last clause would be ‘jate Shudra’ and for high caste it would be ° jate Brahmon or

Kayastha.’

To be judged by minor writers is, perhaps, the fate of the great ones. In Ahmad
Sharif’s reading of Nazrul I find a case illustrative of this truism. In the lectures Sharif
delivered as Nazrul Professor, he censured Nazrul’s theism. Ahmad Sharif makes no
apology for his inquisition like intolerance for the signifier ‘Allah’, frequently employed by
Nazrul. ( Ahmad Sharif 1990: 109-111) Sharif, however, is absolutely innocent of the
fact that his own favorite signifier ‘Humanity’ is no more than a thinly wrapped secular
transpose of the same condemned signifier ‘God’. The same applies to ‘History’, ‘Nation’
and such others. All travel the same loci classici.

Sharif has argued that Nazrul’s theism was a kind of superstition not unlike his
faith in other lesser spirits, the consequences of his reliance on folk lore and
commonsense. Sharif can not make a rational sense of Nazrul’s critique of the institutions
of religious establishment, of the Mollah and the Priest. It is all vapor to him. And all pure
contradiction. The problem, however, is to make sense of this contradiction. Ahmad
Sharif, alas, ran out of ammunition too soon. The method and assumptions Ahmad Sharif
made his own are simply innocent of this kind of job. Sharif has written:

So the poet could not understand that no theist could affect display undivided loyalty to
reason in matters canonical. To whatever extent may he extend the horizon of his
liberalism, it expands the bounds of citadel of faith no doubt, but it can not liberate him
from his faith. ... There appear limits in the liberalism and humanism of the theist. No theist
or follower of canon will ever succeed in taking a man as such, for his conscience, his
reason, his sense, sympathy and empathy all are driven by canon. ( Ahmad Sharif 1990:
110)

Ahmad Sharif, therefore, finds Nazrul’s anti-canonical pronouncements completely
inconsequential. Nazrul’s humanism, in other words, is vitiated because he did not belong

to the creed of Ahmad Sharif Now crass materialism, which is a kind of religion in itself,
and more harmful in effect as it is unaware of its own deeper moorings, is not a solution t,o
the kind problem Nazrul was facing. When Nazrul wrote such lines as ‘there is nothing
greater than’man, or more magnificent than him’ or ° there is no temple or Kaba superior
to this beaﬁ he was playing the Imaginary against the Symbolic, to use to Lacanian
f:ategones. .All.ah_ or Bhagaban is the master signifier in the symbolic order, which is linked
ina great signifying chain with all other signifiers. Now thinkers of Ahma(; Sharif’s quality
supply can not make head or tail all this and declares the problem non-existent. Sharif
thinks God does not exist. But if you ask him, why do then it exists in languagé Sharif
would retort, I fancy, because people are prejudiced, superstitious.

. N‘o thinker in the history of mankind, to this day, not excluding the most capable
atheist thinkers, have been able to imagine God way. The problem was most succinctl
formulated by the old Greek philosopher Parmenides: only Being can be, non-being ’
cannot be. In order to say God does not exist, as Ahmad Sharif evidentl)’f does, he has to
conceive of qu first. and God begins to exist from that moment. The atheist éan not do
away Wlth the l'dea of God, he can only give God a different name. God becomes History
Humanqy, Nation fmd you name them. Remember Rabindranath appealing I the name of ,
Humanity and Justice to the secretary of state in London for saving the cultural superiors
the nearly two centuries old natural leaders of Bengali society? P ’

. There is no hole in the Symbolic Order. The hole is in the ‘Real’, to use another
c'rumal categories of Lacan. In other words, if Nazrul could not do awa),r with a God, he
fild not commit any greater than any of us who can hardly speak for three minutes wi;hout
mvolgng Natgre, Humanity, Law and Order, Morality and all that. It is trueNazrul
rerpamed a prisoner of the Imaginary in his devotion to Ma Kali while at the same time
facing the symbolic order in the signifier ‘Allah’. Those leaders of Bengali Muslims who
f:ondemned Nazrul as a ‘Kafir’ earlier had to resort to bowdlerizing him substituting

gorasthan’ for ‘mahashashan’. And for the same reason. Ahmad Sharif’s imaginary is all
the more deceptive, as he thought in it he has found the ‘Real’.

A% !

' F ir}a'lly I will cite Nazrul Islam himself and Abbasuddin Ahmad, to this day, two of
his best critics. Nazrul wrote in 1941 in the Calcutta daily ‘Nabajug’. ’

Those of you who have gone through my poetry, stand witnesses: All my life, I have
engaged.my efforts to get the Muslims organized, to eliminate the immobility ’ indolence
apathy,. impotence and disbelief in them. I did express myself in speeches and, writings a’nd
have tried to attain that even at the cost of my life with whatever capacity Allah has
endowed me to make the Muslims of Bengal stand on their own feet, head erect, a head
thgt_does not bow to no emperor but the one Allah. I have tried to keep the faith ’of thirty
million non-lettered Musalmans by recording for the Gramophone company hundreds of
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Islamic songs, even though I had to so-called ‘lower’ my poetic talents. ( Nazrul 1993:
71)

Abbasuddin Ahmad narrates a few incidents in his memoirs. Abbasuddin worked very
closely with Nazrul. He narrated how he persuaded Bhagabati Bhattacharja of the
Gramophone Company to experiment with Islamic songs and how prompt was Nazrul in
taking advantage of the opportunity once Abbas was able to persuade the reluctant
rehearsal-in-charge. Songs like

‘O me, happy Eid’s Moon comes after the fasting of Ramazan’ and
‘ Here comes the young merchant with the merchandise of Islam’

were composed and set to tune in this hectic manner. The astounding success of the
records surprised everyone, the Company’s coffers swelled. As Abbasuddin remembers;

Ever since then, Kazida kept on writing Islamic songs. A new madness captivated
the households of all the Musalmans of Bengal. Those who closed their ears at the sound
of a song, their ears were won over by such songs as these: *“ 1 have sown the seed of the
name Allah”, © O me, say the name Mohammad, you say the name Ahmad’. They removed
their hands from the ears and listened in awe, to more songs: “ Allah is my Lord, I have no
nothing to fear’. In the festival of Moharram they found Marsia to listen to, found : “ The
three-world’s favorite Mohammad comes to the earth.” During the Eid festival they heard
anew: “ Eid has come back again, Eid is back once more.” Gramophone records moved
from household to household. the names of Allah and his Prophet began to reverberate in
village after village. (Abbasuddin 1991:48)

“ But the Islamic songs brought a flood of money to the coffers of the Gramophone
Company. So, because of the paucity of Musalman singers Dhiren Das became Gani
Mian, Chitta Rai faked Delwar Hossain; some of the Ascharjamoyis and Harimotis took
the names of Sakina Begam and Amina Begam, Girin Chakraborty assumed the name
Sona Mian.” (Abbasuddin 1991: 49)

The story of how K. Mallik, the old Shyama singer urged the company to let him
sing a few Islamic songs is as fascinating as it is sad. No body suspected Mallik was a
Musalman. Now Nazrul creates an urge in him too to sing a few. They company wouldn’t
let him either, for his voice was patent. If he let his identity be revealed, Hindu consumers
may not shop his Shyama songs. The Company’s apprehensions could not be said to be
without foundation. But the unexpected success of Nazrul and Abbasuddin was able
eventually to win the Company’s heart over. Old Mallik did have his desire satisfied. (
Abbasuddin 1991:49-50)

Abbasuddin Ahmad’s experience in Dinajpur district is not atypical of other
encounters with the conservative Muslims of Bengal. It is a hard-to-paraphrase tale:
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Once the students of Jaipurhat School, not far from the Hili Station, invited me. After
sunset we gathered for a musical session; but one of the young man wamed. “Look, if we
sing with a harmonium it will create a lot of mischief. The La-Majhabis are in a majority
in this neighborhood and their reservations are very strong against music and the playing
of instruments ... | stepped on the stage. After greetings all around, I kept standing there in
silence. One gentlemen asked me, *“ is it true that you are going to sing accompanying an
instrument. it can’t be.” I said, “ Who says that? I am not going to sing, but speak a few
words only. Well, when our dear prophet came to this world thirteen hundred years ago,
li‘sten what happened to nature then, what message did he bring to us.”. then I began to
sing-

Come and see on Mother Amina’s lap
Full honey moon’ s moon swings in there.

Do you want to listen to this stuff? Everyone in unison shouted, “ Yes, yes, please” I
waved hands to ask everybody to take their seats. as if hypnotized, everyone sat down and
it was all quiet. then I sang: “ The Syed of Mecca and Madina” Then I asked the
gatherings permission to take leave, saying * All right, I shall see you.” Noise filled in the
space,” Oh, no, no, we do want to listen. I said , “ If you really want to” and pointing out
the Harmonium sitting idly near by, * Give me this harmonium”. Then [ sang to the tune of
the harmonium, “ Drums sound, get your turban on” Then I started a talk. * well, what
spices do you need to cook meat? Some will say onion, some garlic, but I say - you are
forgetting the real thing. You have added all spices but forgot to put salt. Didn’t you?” I
gave a signal , ** Bring in here on the stage”. The tabla-player came in with a tabla. I
started to sing, “In whose heart flows the meditation of my Mohammad’s name.”

Afterwards I sang:

‘Musalmans don’t wake up in that spirit anymore’
After the songs, I said wherein lies the problem of the Muslim community, how in
themselves all have become impotent in lack of education and in mis- education. Over and
above that on the chest of our community sit the Mollahs, cut and dried, like a proverbial
stone. Come young traveler, move this stone aside, O new drummers of the new age, give
a call set in a new tune, get rid of this trash, set ablaze leaning’s torch!! ( Abbasuddin
1991: 64-65)

Vil

In his lifetime’s last public address, Nazrul Islam recalled his days of effective first

arrival in Calcutta from the Regiment. It was 1941 and Nazrul was speaking at the Silver
Jubilee of his first refuge, the Bengal Muslim Literary Association. Said Nazrul:

If the Literary Association wouldn’t grant me a refuge at the time, I can not tell where
would I have ended up. This was the first home I built in love’s own thread, and I do not
know if it would have been possible for me to become a poet but for this refuge. ( Nazrul

B

1993: 128)
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| A section of the Muslim community- unlike an Ahmad Sharif of our day, called him a Kafir, an
’ unbeliever. Nazrul was saddened by the state of his own community. Thus spake Nazrul, in the
Conference at Sirajganj, 1932:

Today we don’t have a single painter, a sculptor, a musician, a scientist among the
Bengali Muslims. What can be more shameful than this? Those who did just show up with
some inborn talent, our orthodox social system has nipped them in the bud and continue to
do so. We must gather all our energy to fight this oppression out. Otherwise, the Bengali
Muslims will have nothing to contribute to the arts. What is the point of belonging to a
majority like an animal herd if we are left with nothing to boast of in here? The more we
are dying inward, the more we are growing in numbers outward. One sizable tree is far
better than a field full of weeds! ( Nazrul 1993: 98)
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In a similar vein, Nazrul Islam spoke at the Faridpur District Muslim Students Conference, 1343:

. It is said that Muslims in Bengal are 55 out of a hundred. But when I consider, apart from
) this majority in count, what is out there for Bengal boast of this 55 in a hundred- I wonder
if it would not save from this indignity if we were only five in a hundred! ( Nazrul 1993:
108)

Nazrul’s himself did not make large claims for his literary works. Instead he hoped
| his contribution to music would be more appreciated in the future. (Nazrul 1993: 110)

| Today, one can say, history has vindicated Nazrul. In politics, Nazrul claims; ““ I have

] never been a follower not only of ‘the ( Muslim) League’, and of the ‘Congress’ either.
‘Dhumketu’ the newspaper I edited it a testimony.” The following statement can stand
for an epitaph of Nazrul Islam:

I follow neither ‘the League, nor ‘the Congress’, I follow only the truth, follow the
universal brotherhood, follow the emancipation of all, the people. ( Nazrul 1993:71)

’ Nazrul Islam was, as he still is to Nirad Babu, ‘a Muslim named Kazi Nazrul Islam’ at a time
when one could not by any strech of imagination imagine Rabindranath as ‘a Brahmo named

] Rabindranath Thakur. His brief spell of twentysome years changed all that. Nazrul Islam changed

| the definition of what it means to be a Bengali. Today, there is no better approximation to the

| defintion of a Bengali than Nazrul Islam.

| I have quoted liberally from Nazrul and as well from others. Grant me one more Nazrul
word. Ustad Zamiruddin Khan died in Calcutta on November 26, 1939, On Nazrul fell the task of
delivering the presidential homage to the late musician on December 10. It was a novel thing for
| the canonical Muslims of Bengal to organize a condolence meeting for a musician. Nazrul
‘ responded to those Muslims who still thought music and Islam don’t go together: “It can not be
denied that Allah’s grace falls on Earth through man. Music, too, is a grace of Allah on Earth
\ Creators of music are the chosen ones for Allah’s grace.” And to the racial Nationalists of Bengal
Nazrul’s message was a re-definition of Bengali.
t
|
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1 am a poor admiring disciple of Ustad Zamiruddin. Myself, Golam Mostafa, and
Abbasudddin have taken music lessons from him. The young singers of Bengal, both
ii Hindus and Muslims, those who have made a name for themselves in the world of music,
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almost all of them, had been Ustad Zamirudddin’s disciples. Some might ask: Zamiruddin
was a Panjabi, he did not belong to Bengal. This uttereance is just an utterance, there is no
rationality in it. ... It is true that Zamiruddin was bomn a Panjabi, but as a human being he
stood above nations and communities. He came to Bangladesh as a child, he made Bengal
his own. He spoke Bengali and identified himself as a Bengali and was proud of it. (
Nazrul 1993:112)

As Nazrul Islam is no more a ‘Muslim’ of the upper caste Hindu imaginary, so is
he no longer vendible as a ‘nationalist’ of the ‘real Bengali revolutionary’ either. For
those who care to discover there is still more of Nazrul to discover. The purloined letter
has been lying on the table for some time, say, eighty years, wide open but turned upside
down, for anyone to find out. The King, the Prefect of the Police, the Minister none can
overcome their blindness to see the wide open thing. Those who see like the Queen can
not say it. The itinerary of the signifier is indeed strange!

Does a letter always reach its destination? It did in Edgar Allan Poe’s story. Our
story remains open ended And the signifier circumnavigates.
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Admission!!!  Admission!!! Admission!!!

<+ SONG
M Rabindra sangeet

W Nazrul sangeet

W Classical sangeet
®» Modern & folk

Just bring this certificate to our
Center for a free video that shows
you more about Sylvan's programs
for students grade K through 12.

Success is learnec
www. educate. co

UN CONSTRUCTION CO.

(BuiLbErR & GENERAL

CONTRACTOR)

Any kind of Repair work on
interior. & Exterior work of the building.

contact to president of the company.

Motilal Nath

Tel: 718-387-2367
Beeper (917) 486-1746
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SIDDIQUE ASSOCIATES, INC.

367 92nd street, Brooklyn, NY 11209
Tel: 718-748-3762, Fax: 718-748-0306
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BROAD OF DIRECTORS: INSTRUCTORS :

Quazi A. Haque, President Jahangir Alam, M.S.
Krisna Mojumder, Secretary (Computer Science), IBM
Subrata Biswas, Treasurer Dilwar Hossain, M.S.
Farasat Ali RS (Computer Science),
Kasem Ali : Citicorp

M. Nasir-ud-Duza % : Musa Syed, M.S.

WE ACCEPT VISA, MASTER CAR

Dilwar Hossain 3 P : % (Computer Science), MTA

Dr. Md. Abdullah

Dr. Delwar Hussain Shamsul Hagque, M.5,

(Computer Science), IBM
Sadrul Hasan. B.S.
ADVISORS : (Computer Science)
=S ————— Asif Khan, MBA
Dr: Waled Choudhury Nizam Mahmood, EEE

Dr. Wadud Bhuiyan
Anisur Rahman, Ph. D. Jahurul Alam, B.5.

K. Mushtaq Elahi, Ph. D.
M.E. Malik

FETITAN NS BT 2AfSBIT (78T

BANGLADESHI SOCIAL & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE (BSCDI)
(A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION)

Insurance

Lire * Auto * HOME * DENTAL
Children & Education Plan; RESP
Tax Saving Plan; RRSP

B.sc. (HONs) Sg RIBO LUATC

Tel. (416) 410-8941 (Bus. & Cel.), Fax. (416) 691-5462
3092 Danforth Av, Suite 213
Toronto, Ontario M11 1B1

68-18A Woodside Ave, Jackson Heights, NY 11377
Tel : (718) 426-2224




TR QAT @ AT ASH AE:

oA QINRITER &
i ST WA QT WA AD |

srerigfae Ret qge e oot wifafeos oav @

CITRT | TR | TTAFA-FIE agd
Visa / Master Card / American
Express / Discover 3R /9]
BT FTE a7 I W |
fgfe ayfe T
Implant / Braces e
SIS G

& T DR. WALI KHAN

LOCATION MAP | : D.D.S.

WHITE PLAINS OFFICE

1221 Whiteplains Road
Suite # 106, Bronx,
NY 10472
718-792-6991

JACKSON HEIGHTS OFFICE

37-17 74 ST. # 1,
Jackson Heights
NY 11372
718-478-6100

PIER TAX AND EXECUTIVE SERVICE
s I IR

75 40 FFACOIR B TS 21" I LICENSED REAL ESTATE SALES REP & TAX CONSULTANT

Wﬁ.ﬁl@ﬁaﬁﬁ ﬁ?‘ RFATA |

fere GABRTeMR @ (RAL) 91 5<% 41 &4 | 8 sty s

RO @R wemE TR I I 116-29 Metropolitan Ave. Kew Gardens, NY 11418
Ph: (718-441-3921 / Fax: (718) 441-6334

ot @ siem e o =
e - @32 (MORTGAGE)4 193 31 = |
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<o 37-18 73 Street

Jackson Heights, NY 11372
Ph: (718) 533-6581 / Beep: (917) 483-9360
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BANGLADESH TRAVEL

131 CHESTER AVE, BROOKLYN, NY 11218
Tel: 718-854-6278, Fax: 718-972-2880

AT Grof[2FI
AT BIIERY

Suma Travels Inc.

# 1 Agent of Air India in USA (1982-1996)
# 1 Agent of Kuwatt Airways in USA (1994-1996)
# 1 Agent of Gulf Air in NE USA (1995-96)

1123 Broadway, Suite 417 New York, NY 10010

T ¢ WS =2 W
&5 ¢ 212-929-4900, F71 ¢ 212-NY 1- Suma

In emergency - Weekends and Eve Call:
212-722-3136 or 516-352-1680 or 201-343-3703




ADVANCE TECHNOLOGIES, INC.
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35-20 Northern Blvd.,
Suite 200
Long Island City. NY 11101

Phone: (718) 392-8614
Fax: (718) 392-6837
E-mail: info@icon-i.com
http//www.icon-i.com

We Stand Behind The Service We Deliver
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37-69, 74 St, (2nd Floor) Jackson Heights, NY 11372
' Tel : 718-565-7258

FAMILY DENTAL CARE CENTER
Tl (NRTM FiFN  TI3 (NI A

ASTORIA Locations BRONX Location

23-08, 36 Avenue, _
Astoria, New York 1197 River Avenue,

Tel : 718-433-0862 Bronx, New York,

N train to 36 Ave. Station Tel : 718-681-0020
4 train to E 167 St. Station

33-17, 30th Avenue
Astoria, New York

Tel : 718-267-0500

N train to 30 Ave. Station
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on the occasion of the |

100th Birth Anniversary of our national p
Kazi Nazrul Islam

the independent spirit of the

Daily Independer

will always be there with the spirit of ¢
beloved poet in the two-days-event in Ne
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37-13, 74th St. 2nd Fl. Jakson Heights, NY 11372
33-19, 30th Avenue, Astoria, N.Y 11103 Tel : 718-205-1902, Fax : 718-205-1903
Phone : 718-728-5555 Fax: 718-726-2222 E-Mail : MTS. 74@ AOL. Com.

7 WORLD TRAVEL

COMPETETIVE & BETTER SERVICE IS OUR MOTTO

All the best for the occasi
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Please Call For More Information: 211 East 43rd St. (Bet. 2nd & 3rd Ave.)

5 . Suite # 701
We Accept Major Credit Cards New York, NY 10007

Phone: 212-949-9292, Fax: 212-867-6881

Mahbubul Alam

Editor

The Independent

17, Dhanmondi, R.A Road No - 2
Dhaka 1205
Tel: 917-9938-42, Fax: 880-2-9127722
E-mail: ind@citechco.net
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TRIAL COUNSELOR; SHAYNE, DACHS, STANISCI, CORKER & SAUER
@7 MR & TACA
a3 @R R wifss ot @
Accident-Personal injury , Auto, Train, Bus, Taxi Slip & Fall, Building & Construction

Wrongful Death Medical Malpractice Defective Products insurance Law
NO FEE UNLESS WE WIN

Immigration

Asylum-Deportation-Exclusion
H,P,J,R Visas
Labor Certifications
Appeals and
ALL OTHER IMMIGRATION MATTERS
Real Estate & Business Law
Residential & Business Closings, Incorporation,
Partnershlp, Leases, quuor & Beer Licenses
DIVORCE * BANKRUPTCY * CIVIL * CRIMINAL MATTERS
875 Ave of the Americas, Suite 1000 New York, NY 10001
(Corner of 6th Ave. & 31st Street)

Tel: 212-564-1619 Fax: 212-564-3158
Call For Appointment

Fewa EeeIcd Mgers

CITY CELL INC.

* Free Digital Phone

* Free Analog Phone

* Free Voice Mail

* Free Caller ID

* Free Call Waiting

* Free Call Forwarding
* Free Leather Case

* Free Car Charger

CITY CELL INC.

Office Hour: Mon-Fri, 10am-8PM, Sat 10am-6Pm, Sun 10am-5pm

WOODSIDE
64-17 Broadway
Woodside, NY 11372
Phone: 718-429-7878
Cell: 917-861-3222

J[AMAICA

175-41D Hillside Ave
Jamaica Estates, NY
Phone: 718-526-6979

anglanet, Com / Citycell.ntm

ACKSON HEIGHT
78-14 Roosevelt Ave
Jackson Heights, NY
Jackson Plaza Mall
Phone: 718-651-8466

Fax: 718-651-8428
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BANGLADESH CENTER

211 E. 43rd Street, Suite # 705, New York, NY 10017
Tel: 212-986-4141, 212-986-2408, 718-726-8623, Fax : 212-986-2355
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SUNRISE TRAVELS

211 E. 43rd Street, Suite # 705, New York, NY 10017
Tel: 212-986-4141, 212-986-2408, 718-726-8623,
Fax : 212-986-2355

211 E 43rd Street, Suite#508, NY, NY 10017

Tel.:(212) 808-4444, Fax:(212) 808-4469
e mail: probashi@mindspring.com
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»ens Dental Care

28-55, 34th St. (2nd Floor), Astoria, NY 11103
(At the corner of 30th Ave & 34th St.)
Phone : 718-204-0672
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DR. M. M. ABDUR ROB D. D. S.
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BRONX OFFICE
780 E. Tremont Ave, Bronx, NY 10460
Tel : 718-731-6176
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Editor
Ataur Rahman Shamim

37-38-73 St., 1st. Floor. 80-20 Broadway Suite # 2J
Jackson Heights, NY 11372 Elmhurst, NY 11373

Tel : 718-426-4433. Fax: 718-639-5787 Phone & Fax: 718-424-1825
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~ 28-53, 34th Street

Astoria, NY 11103
SV (718) 932-0055

Design: Graphix Media (718) 779-9268
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Tel.: 718-457-1469 Fax: 718-458-3484
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73rd Street,
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THE WEEKLY BANGLADESH

85-59, 168 Street, Jamaica, NY-11432.
Ph.718-523-6299, Fax: 718-523-2620.

E-mail: weeklybangladesh@mindspring.com

WORLD WIDE TRAVELS

1170 Broadway, Suit # 200, New York, NY 10001
Tel: (212) 779-8000 Fax: (212) 683-3925

E-mail; wwtvr@ aol. com
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