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I am deeply honored and privileged on behalf of North America Nazrul Conference Committee
(NANCC) to welcome Bangladesh Institute of Performing Arts (BIPA) of New York for hosting the
18th North America Nazrul Conference (NANC) 2021.

With the outbreak of Coronavirus, it's more than a year now, we all know as to how our daily lives have
been regulated and adjusted to strict guidelines introduced by the Government. Until recently, the
pandemic situation has improved quite considerably but it is not even near to normal. BIPA had waited
almost a year, and now have decided to host this event "virtual" in lieu of "in person" for 3 days from
July 3 through August 1, 2021. In normal circumstances, per NANCC guidelines, the conference is to
be held for two days in person every even year during the Memorial Day weekend in May. Despite the
fact, BIPA has successfully coalesced together the timing, the scope and substance for presenting this
event. We stand with BIPA together and are working with them very closely to make this event a
momentous Success.

As a Nazrul enthusiast, activist and lover, [ have been given the excellent opportunity and responsibility
to chair the North America Nazrul Conference Committee (NANCC) with effect from October 2020
following the retirement of Dr. Sultan Ahmad who led this organization very successfully for the last
18 years. NANCC owes him its gratitude and expresses heartfelt thanks for his excellent leadership and
valuable contribution made for this organization. This organization consists of 18 members who work
as a team to carry out the tasks. Many of these members are the conveners of past conferences held in
various states, and some are experts on Nazrul songs and music.

Our objective is to practice and promote the versatile talents, life and philosophy of Poet Kazi Nazrul
Islam, national poet of Bangladesh, primarily through hosting international conferences, and creating
awareness of Nazrul's scholastic literatures and creative works to gain a wider recognition through out
the western world. The program includes among others, hosting seminars discussing the many faceted
and kaleidoscopic life of the poet. In addition, there will be an attraction of distinguished scholars,
celebrity artists, singers, and the participation of many younger generations of Bangladesh origin who
grew up in this country and wrote articles on Poet Nazrul's life.

I wish this Virtual conference a great success.

Mahmud Musharraf Hussain
Chairperson, NANCC
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NANC Conference Host (BIPA
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Message from the Member Secretary,
NANC Conference Host (BIPA)
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Editorial Board 2021

Ahthony P. Gomes Dr. Rafiq han
Editor Co-Editor

Mahmud Musharraf Hussain \Wahed Hossaini Annie Ferdous
Member Member Member

Selima Ashraf Mahmood Billah Hasan Amjad Khan
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North American Nazrul Conference Committee
Mission Statement

The mision of the NANCC is to explore, practice and promote the versatile talents
of Poet Kazi Nazrul Islam, primarily though international conferences to be held
every even year during Memorial Day weekend in May. The goal is to generate
international awareness of the imperative need to preserve this immense treasure,
and to gain a wider recognition that he so rightfully deserves.

North America Nazrul Conference
Committee (NANCC) Members

Mahmud Musharraf Hussain Dr. Ziauddin Ahmed
Chairman, NANCC Vice-Chairman, NANCC
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Dr. Sultan Ahmad Golam Sohrab Ellora Ameen Selima Ashraf

O =

Wahed Hossaini Niva Rahman (Nahar) Nilofar Jahan Mohammad Kabir Kiron




List of North America Nazrul Conferences (1990-2021)

List of North America Nazrul Conferences (1990-2021)

Conf. Year Host Convenor Coordinator/M Featured Artist
# ember
Secretary
1 1990 Shoukhin Cultural Group of Musharoff Hossain Mahmood Billah | Feroza Begum
New Jersey, NJ
2 1992 Taranga of Boston, MA Gulshan Ara Kazi Kazi Belal Niaz Mohammed
Chowdhury
3 1994 Bangladesh Association of Mahmud Musharraf Wahed Hossaini | Fatematuz Zohra
Washington DC, Maryland Hussain
and Virginia
4 1996 Bangladesh Society of New M. Awlad Hossain Khan Sohrab Hossain
York, NY
5 1998 Mohana Cultural Group of Mushfiqur Rahman Shahab Siddiqui | Nilufar Yasmin
Atlanta, Georgia
6 1999 Bangladesh Institute of Selima Ashraf Shipra Basu
Performing Arts, NY
7 2000 Bangladesh Society of Florida, | Shah Nawaz Chowdhury Ajoy Chakroborty
FL
8 2002 Taranga of California, CA Obaidul Khan Rumi Kazi Belal Fatematuz Zohra
9 2004 International Society of Abu Lais Sher Ferdous Ara
Bangladesh, Montreal,
Canada
10 2007 Deshi TV. Tornoto, Canada Ellora Ameen Khan Monzur-E- | Fatematuz Zohra
Khoda
11 2008 Bangladesh Association of Mahamud Musharraf Wahed Hossaini | Leena Taposi Khan,
America, Inc., Washington Hussain Sabiha Mahbub, Late
DC, Maryland and Virginia Zaheda Begum,
Sharmistha Banarjee
12 2010 Bangladesh Association of Golam Kabir Ziauddin Ferdous Ara, Khairul
Delaware Valley, Philadelphia, Ahmaed Anam Shakil
PA
13 2012 Bangladesh Assoc. of North Mushtaq Choudhury Hashmat Mobin | Nilufar Banu Lily
Texas, Dallas, TX
14 2014 Deshi TV, Toronto, Canada Ellora Ameen Khan Monzur-E- | Ferdous Ara, Pandit
Khoda Tushar Datta
15 2015 Bangladesh Academy of Los Zahid Hossain Pintu Parvez Sujit Mustafa, Yasmin
Angeles, California Howladar Mustari, Anup Barua
16 2016 Shatadal, a Cultural Kabir Kiron Jahangir Dickens | Sujit Mustafa,
Organization of New York, Ferdous Ara, Leena
New Jersey, and Connecticut Taposi Khan, Sabiha
Mahbub
17 2018 Bangladesh Association of Shafi Delwar (Kajol) Hiron Fatemautz Zohra,
America, Inc., & Droopad, Choudhury P o e Gomes Nashid Kamal, Khil
Inc., Washington DC Khil Kazi, Sharmistha
Banarjee
18 2021 Bangladesh Institute of Annie Ferdause Selima Ashraf Yakub Ali Khan, Yusuf

Performing Arts, (BIPA) New
York

Ahmad Khan, Yasmin
Mushtari, Tanvir
Alam Sajib




18th NANC Conference Host- Bangladesh Institute of Performing Arts (BIPA)
Committee Members

i

Chairperson Convener Co-Convener Member Secretary
Nilofar Jahan Annie Ferdous  Syed Mijanur Rahman Selima Ashraf

Cultural Seminar

Sabina S‘harmin Mridul Ahmed Sani ‘VII GuIshaAra Kazi

Youth Program

Pritiza Paromita  Aryan Kabir Rezwan Islam Shaian Sharmin

Media & Publicity

Shaikh Slrajul Islam Mohammad Kab|r Kiron  Raisa Jerren  Nahreen Islam Taseen Ferdous

Finance




18th NANC Conference Host- Bangladesh Institute of Performing Arts (BIPA)

Committee Members

Publication & Documentation
F

Anthony Pius Gomes Dr. Rafiq I. Khan ~ Mahmud Musharraf Hussain  Wahed Hossaini Annie Ferdous Selima Ashraf Mahmood Billah Hasan Amjad Khan

Technical support

Mamunur Rashid Nurul Islam  Sabbir Husain Beauty Yesmeen Hafiza Hossain Asma Khatun Syed Mahadin Rahman

Chief Adviser

N
\

Dr. Sultan Ahmad

former Chairman NANCC 2003 - 2020

Advisory Committee

Mahmood Billah




18th NANC Conference Program Schedule

30th July Friday

8:00 pm - Opening announcement Sabina Sharmin, Pritiza Paromita, Mridul Ahmed

8:10 pm - Official opening of 2021 Nazrul Conference by Mahmud Musharraf
Hussain, chairman, NANCC

8:20 pm - ‘@ear IfFFRr Opening performance by BIPA, Direction Selima Ashraf,
Nilofar Jahan, Annie Ferdous

8:40 pm - Bangladesh- in our thoughts and prayers
8:45 pm - Greetings Sadia Faizunnesa, Consul General of Bangladesh in NY
8:50 pm - Greetings Nilofar Jahan, Chairperson, 18th NANCC

8:55 pm - ‘i g e Twiw an instrumental tribute by the BIPA guitar and keyboard
students, Direction Nadeem Ahmed

9:10 pm - ‘Fiefren’ A vocal presentation of Nazrul Sangeet by BIPA students, Script,
Concept & Direction Nilofar Jahan

9:40 pm - ¥ I¥ I Dance presentation by Taseen Ferdous and BIPA kathak
students

9:55 pm - Sifwsr Recitation by Kazi Rahnuma Noor, Catherina Keya Rozario, Evan
Chowdhury, Delara Nahar Babu, ZH Arzu, Kamran Karim

10:20 pm - Greetings Sponsor Raihan Zaman, President Utshob Group

10:35 pm - it weEr Nazrul Sangeet by Chhanda Chakraborty, Jannate Ferdous
Lucky, Rituraj Baidya

11:35 pm - Closing of Friday event Sabina Sharmin, Pritiza Paromita, Mridul Ahmed




18th NANC Conference Program Schedule

31st July Saturday

12:00 pm - Opening announcement Mridul Ahmed, Shaikh Sirajul Islam, Abir Alamagir,
Laila Farzana

12:10 pm - Greetings Liaquat Ali Lucky, Director General, Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy
12:20 pm - Greetings Syed Mijanur Rahman, Co-Convener, NANACC

12:30 pm - Nazrul publication The Nightingale == 2021 Decided by the NANCC

12:45 pm - s=re @ires el v Recitation by BIPA students, direction Sabina Sharmin &
Mridul Ahmed

1:00 pm - Greetings Sponsor Nurul Amin, Businessman and community activist

1:10 pm - f3dr Collection of Nazrul Sangeet by Yasmin Mushtari and Tanveer Alam
Shawjeeb

2:10 pm - Greetings Selima Ashraf, Member Secretary, NANCC 2021
2:20 pm - ‘9 9= an interview with Dr. Sultan Ahmed, former chairman NANCC

3:00 pm - Greetings sponsor Dr. Sayedur Rahman, community activist
3:05 pm - Poetry recitation by Syed Hasan Imam and Laila Hasan

3:15 pm - Si%RE songs and poetry of Nazrul, performance by Niva Rahman, Kabir
Kiron, Mahmood Billah, Roquia Haider & Humaira Haider, Selima Ashraf

3:50 pm - Reading self-composed articles Anusha Shaha, Rakhin Elahee

4:00 pm - 5 =¥ dance presentation by Anup Das Dance Academy

4:15 pm - Greetings Golam Faroque Bhuiyan, Chairman, GFB

4:25 pm - Reading self-composed articles Kamilla Sofi Alam, Labeeba Rahman

4:35 pm - s SR e A vocal presentation of Nazrul songs based on ragas, Script,
Concept & Direction Selima Ashraf

5:45 pm - Greetings Sponsor Shiper Chowdhury

5:50 pm - W 3w I¥ Dance presentation by Aruna Haider (Canada) and Naosheen
Noor (Seattle)

6:00 pm - Reading self-composed articles Madhobee Kabir, Rivona Haider

6:10 pm - tafbtars (e &=t an internet forum moderated by Anis Ahmed, panelists Dr.
Sajed Kamal, Dr. Mustafa Munir, Dr. Gulshan Ara Kazi, Kowshik Ahmed

7:15 pm - ‘SIibeT S| ¥ e (@ e 74 w1 Vocal performance by Ustad Yaqub Ali
Khan and Yousuf Ahmed Khan

8:40 pm - Reading self-composed articles Afreen Reza, Ariana Rahman

8:50 pm - Greetings Sponsor Raihan Zaman, President Utshob Group
9:00 pm - fose+ creations of Nazrul through dance, concept, and direction Hasan Ishtiaq
Imran. A Kathakia & BIPA joint production

9:25 pm - Closing of Friday event Mridul Ahmed, Shaikh Sirajul Islam, Abir Alamgir,
Laila Farzana




18th NANC Conference Program Schedule

1st August, Sunday

12:00 pm - Opening announcement Mridul Ahmed, Abir Alamgir, Mazur Kader, Laila
Farzana

12:10 pm - ot 91 Young artists vocal performance by Fahmin Rahman, Aryan Kabir,
Rusmika Nabiha, Alvan Chowdhury

12:35 pm - 3w 35 3% Dance presentation by Antara Saha

12:40 pm - =& Nazrul Islam’s poetry recitation by Lutfun Nahar Lata, Nazrul Kabir, Clara
Rozario, Golam Mostafa, Hossain Shahriar Taimur, Mumu Ansari, Durre
Maknun Noboni, Heera Chowdhury

1:15 pm - ¥ 3w 3%’ Dance presentation by Zarrin Maisha and BIPA students

1:35 pm - ‘Youth Engagement’ A stage reading highlighting Nazrul’s legacy originated and
directed by Kazi Shahjahan and Gulshan Ara Kazi

2:35 pm - Greetings sponsor Dr. Sayedur Rahman, community activist
2:40 pm - Reading self-composed articles Rayan Kuddus, Syeda Shahrin Chisty

2:55 pm - @@ Nazrul Sangeet by Kanta Alamgir, Sharmin Mohsin, Chandan Chowdhury,
Selima Ashraf, Kaberi Das & Paromita Mumu

4:20 pm - Greetings Sponsor Nurul Amin, Businessman and community activist

4:25 pm - “reqrds (e @@’ Nazrul Islam’s poetry recitation by Lutfun Nahar Lata,
Nazrul Kabir, Clara Rozario, Golam Mostafa, Hossain Shahriar Taimur, Mumu
Ansari, Durre Maknun Noboni, Heera Chowdhury

5:05 pm - 914w =@ Young artists vocal performance by Tomal Hossain, Suraiq Hasan Sadi,
Zarrin Maisha, Rudranil Das

5:50 pm - ‘Kazi Nazrul Islam in global arena’ an internet forum moderated by Dr. Ziauddin
Ahmed, panelists Professor Jason Chang, Dr Sajed Kamal, Professor Win
Ston Langley

6:50 pm - Greetings Annie Ferdous, Convener NANCC 2021

7:00 pm - Greeting Sponsor Golam Faroque Bhuiyan, Chairman, GFB

7:05 pm - a1 Tale of a woman's vengeance, A short play by Dhaka Drama NY

7:35 pm - Award presentation to Dr. Sultan Ahmed and NANCC 2021 closing ceremony
7:55 pm - Greetings Sponsor Raihan Zaman, President Utshob Group

7:55 pm - o= Sxye W R A vocal presentation by Anindita Kazi and Shaheen Tarafder, a Kazi
Nazrul Islam Foundation NA presentation

8:45 pm - Closing of 3 days virtual conference Mridul Ahmed, Abir Alamgir, Mazur Kader,
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Kolkata 1962 - Family of Poet Nazrul Islam and

the family of Habibullah Bahar Choudhury. Picture

shows among others Anwara Bahar Choudhury,

5 Kazi Sabyasachi, Kalyani Kazi and 4
R Igbal Bahar choudhury all with Poet Nazrul and

' Choudhury Habibullah Bahar Choudhury
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Rebel Poiet, Kazi Nazrul Islam — A Poet of Change
Afreen Reza, 10th Grade

Kazi Nazrul Islam was a rebellious voice against the tortures, oppression, and injustice much
of which was publicized through his writing and inspired millions of people of Bengal. He
invigorated the dream to fight for our nation, to rise up and revolt, to be independent, to be
conscious of our rights, and most importantly, to be patriotic. Throughout his career, he wrote

about the unfortunate souls, humanity, social inequality, and youth. To this day, he is still
considered one of the most influential poets of both Bangladesh and West Bengal.

Kazi Nazrul Islam was known as the ‘Dukhu Mia’, the child of sorrow. He was born at Churulia,
in the village of Burdwan district of West Bengal on May 24, 1899, to Kazi Fakir Ahmed and
Zaheda Khatun. Losing his father, a mentor, in his childhood left him facing many struggles
growing up. Nazrul studied up to grade 10 and then joined the army during First World War as
an ordinary soldier, but his great bravery promoted him to the position of a Habilder
(Sergeant). In the army, he felt the pain of the oppressed and demoralized people and started
writing about his feelings. After retiring from the Army in 1920, he came to Kolkata and began
writing, which brought out his famous poem ‘Bidrohi’ in 1922. When the British regime realized
his opposition and rebellion in his poems that already inspired thousands of Bengalis to fight
for independence, they imprisoned him, especially for his poem, “Anandamoyir Agomone”.
During his years in prison, his rebellious and fierce attitude grew deeper and the poet
continued writing while in the prison. Kazi Nazrul Islam believed in the equality of all people,
striking down gender norms and classist ideas at the time. Nazrul Islam was born a Muslim
but married Pramila Devi, a Hindu woman, on April 25, 1924. This union was shunned by
many of his critiques. This led him to write more about the unity and harmony between Hindus
and Muslims. Despite his efforts, Nazrul Islam continuously faced criticism for his personal
life and professional works.

Kazi Nazrul Islam wrote an overwhelming number of poems and songs. His song ‘urdha
Gagane Baje Madol’ is a great contribution to Bengali literature. He composed as many as




4000 songs that exceeded Rabindranath Tagore. His famous poetical works are ‘Agni Bina’,
‘Bisher Banshi’, ‘Sarbohara’, ‘Sindhu Hindol’, ‘Badhan hara’, ‘Dolanchapa’, ‘Chakrobak’,
‘Catun Chand’, ‘Fanimansha’, ‘Sesh Shaogat’' among many others. In 1926, he wrote one of
his most famous poems titled 'Daridro’ (‘Pain or Poverty'). Nazrul Islam's success soon
brought him into Indian theater and the film industry. The first picture he worked on was based
on Girish Chandra Ghosh's story "Bhakta Dhruva" in 1934. He acted in the role of Narada,
composing songs, directing the film and music, and serving as a playback singer. The film
Vidyapati (Master of Knowledge) was produced based on his recorded play in 1936 and he
served as the music director for the film of Tagore's novel Gora. Nazrul wrote songs and
directed music for Sachin Sengupta's biopic play, Siraj-ud-Daula. In 1939, Nazrul began
working for Calcutta Radio, supervising the production and broadcasting of the station's
musical programs. He further produced critical and analytic documentaries on music, such as
Haramoni and Navaraga-malika, and wrote a large variety of songs inspired by the raga
Bhairav.

Kazi Nazrul Islam was awarded the Jagattarini Gold Medal in 1945, the highest honor for work
in Bengali literature by the University of Calcutta. In 1960, he was awarded the Padma
Bhushan, one of India's highest civilian honors. His poetry highly inspired the freedom
fighters during the liberation war of Bangladesh in 1971 and his songs werer played in the
‘Shadhin Bangla Betar’ hat played a great role for the independence of Bangladesh. He
received the "Ekushe Padak" by he Government of Bangladesh. He was further awarded
honorary D.Litt. by the University of Dhaka.

Kazi Nazrul died on the 29th of August 1976 in Dhaka, Bangladesh. Even though, he lost his
ability to write or speak at a very young age, his literary works and extraordinary contribution
have enriched our Bengali literature to a great extent until this day. His work remains widely
popular, and several scholarly institutions were established to preserve and expound upon his
thoughts and philosophy, as well as the analysis of his large and diverse collection. He was a
genius in poems, novels, dramas, short stories, lyricists, among other sectors. His outspoken
attitude, originality of his work, and aspirations towards the cause of freedom earned him
great respect in the field of literature and culture from the people of all castes and colors and
managed to leave his imprints in the spheres of music, poetry, and writing. Kazi Nazrul Islam
was a man both intellectually and socially advanced for the time he lived in, and he shall be
honored for decades to come by the people of Bangladesh and India.
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Influence of Kazi Nazrul Islam in My Life
Anusha Shaha, 9th Grade

| grew up listening to the music of Kazi Nazrul Islam through my parents. At first, | did not think
too much about him and only appreciated him because of how nice his music and poems
sounded. However, recently, | was wondering who this person was and how he influenced the
lives of Bengalis. So, | started searching about him on the internet and found a lot of
interesting information about Nazrul. | have realized that we have many things in common
and he has influenced me and others more than | had thought.

Kazi Nazrul Islam is the national poet of Bangladesh. He was a writer and a musician as well.
He wrote of religion and fighting against oppression. Nazrul Islam had been given the title of
“Bidrohi Kobi” which means “rebellious poet” because of his advocacy against societal norms.
He also has his own genre of music called “Nazrul Shangeet” which means “Music of Nazrul.”
He has influenced the lives of many through his work.

| knew that he wrote of religious equality. | feel very strongly that people should set aside their
differences and celebrate them instead just like him. When researching about him, | found out
that he wrote against the British Empire and actually went to jail for it. This means a lot to me
because it lets me know that he sacrificed valuable time in his life and spent it in prison so that
my country of Bangladesh (then part of India) can gain independence. His ideas of fighting for
human rights, even though it may not be the custom, have encouraged me to speak up when
something is not right. | see him as heroic and inspirational figure to everyone.

| now realize that | can express these opinions and my Bengali culture through singing and
dancing to his songs. | have been dancing since | was 5 years old and | used to sing as well
throughout my life. | can bring all of these aspects of my life together and express myself
however | want to. This can be through singing and dancing to his songs, reciting his words of
wisdom, or even composing and coming up with my own form of expression, just like he did.
In fact, | recently choreographed a dance to one of his songs, “Mor Ghumo Ghore”. | think this
is what the “Rebel Poet" would have wanted me to do.




Growing Up knowing the Works
of Kazi Nazrul Islam
Ariana Rahman, 10th Grade

When | was in elementary school, | participated in a competition that was held by BCCDI
Bangla School. | had already finished with the dancing portion, so | was getting ready for the
singing portion, repeating the song | had prepared over and over again in my head until |
couldn’t think about anything else. The name was “Moner Rong Legeche” and singing it had
earned me a second-place spot on the podium. | was ecstatic as they handed me my trophy,
knowing that in the end, all of my hard work had paid off.

Flash forward to the present. About a week ago, | was aimlessly wandering around the
basement when | stumbled across the old trophy cabinet that we kept in our large storage
room. Right in the center of the cabinet stood my trophy, collecting dust after years of being
untouched. Upon recognizing it, | immediately took it upstairs and showed it to my mom. This
spiraled into us having a conversation about the song | had sung, during which she brought
up the name Kazi Nazrul Islam. Since we had read two of his poems during my Bangla
lessons, and | had listened to a few of his songs before this discussion, | was already familiar
with his name. However, | barely knew anything about him. What was his background? What
were his beliefs and ethics? How significant was he to not only the people of Bangladesh but
to people around the world? My curiosity needed to be satisfied, and so, | decided to research
him myself.

Born in India on May 24th, 1899, Kazi Nazrul Islam is the national poet of Bangladesh, best
known for his works in poetry, literature, and song-writing. His writing included common
themes such as love, religion, freedom, and rebellion. He managed to earn the title of “Bidrohi
Kobi,” (meaning Rebel Poet) due to his activism for social and political justice.

Nazrul was born into a Bengali Muslim family, receiving religious education and working as a
muezzin at a local mosque. He learned about poetry and literature while working with a rural
theatrical group, but he did not begin writing formally until after he left the the British Indian
Army after the World War I. He moved to Kolkata, India in 1920 and started working as




journalist. He wrote countless poetic works about revolution against the British Raj, such as
“Bidrohi” and “Bhangar Gaan.” His constant nationalist activism in the Indian independence
movement led to him getting frequently arrested and imprisoned by the British authorities.
During his imprisonment, he wrote “Rajbandir Jabanbandi”’, intensifying his criticism of
imperialism. His writings greatly inspired Bengalis of East Pakistan (now Bangladesh) during
the Bangladesh Liberation War in 1971.

It is phenomenal how one man can accomplish so much on his own, and | can see why he
was such a huge inspiration. | found a number of these facts hard to believe. For example,
most songwriters today are unable to write 1,000 songs, but Nazrul wrote more than 4,000 of
them and composed many of his own songs all less than 22 years of active life! He also wrote
hundres of poems, short stories, and other forms of media and literature. All these happen
due to his extraordinary dedication/talent unlike any other.

During my research, there was one poem that stuck out to me the most, and that was his
poem titled “Women.” Here are a few lines from the poem:
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To provide some background, Nazrul was a firm believer in gender equality. In his eyes, there
was no difference between man and women, and he expressed that belief through this
beautifully written poem.

If he had written this poem during the 21st century, it wouldn’t have been that big of a deal,
right? Hundreds of people speak up about gender equality all the time. Sadly, that wasn’t the
case for the 1900s, when people were unable to view women as equal to men. That is why
this poem was such a revolutionary concept, and | find it impressive how Nazrul was so ahead
of his time. Even now it holds relevance because we are still fighting for true gender equality.
Kazi Nazrul Islam was an extraordinary and gifted person. He had a unique way with words
that allowed him to touch millions of hearts, and to this day we continue to sing his songs and
recite his poems with a smile. I'm happy that | was able to use this opportunity to learn more
about him, and | hope that | can view more of his awe-inspiring content soon.




Kazi Nazrul Islam : Hindu-Muslim Unity
Kamilla Sofie Alam, Grade 5

Born on May 24th, 1899 in India, Kazi Nazrul Islam was a Bengali poet and musician. He
wrote many songs and poems that expressed his desire for unity between Hindus and
Muslims in the subcontinent. He was born into a conservative Muslim family where strict
Islamic traditions were practiced. Parallel to growing up in a Muslim environment, Kazi Nazrul
Islam took music lessons from a Hindu teacher, Satischandra Kanijilal. Kanjilal exposed him
to a whole new world of Hindu culture, including music, art, and literature and as a result took
an interest in studying Hindu mythology. He learned to appreciate both Muslim and Hindu
traditions simultaneously and continued to promote unity between Hindus and Muslims.

As a writer, Nazrul used his knowledge of the Hindu culture and history to influence the songs
he wrote for the folk-based Leto group. He earned fame in multiple villages, including his
birthplace, Churulia. Nazrul published a magazine called “The Comet” and some of the
writings published there still relate to today’s world affairs. Nazrul’s writings reminded people
the importance of both mosques and temples. Also, Nazrul wrote about Hindu gods and
goddesses in his writings, and he also worked on Muslim diction. For example, in one of his
famous writings, Nazrul wrote, “Come, see the dance of light under the feet of my black
daughter. Seeing the beauty of the mother, Shiva offers his bosom. In his hand lies our death
and life”. Nazrul also wrote “Marubhaskar”, a book of poems about the life of prophet
Muhammed. Nazrul regularly included both Muslim and Hindu religions in his writings and
used it to promote and encourage Hindu-Muslim unity among others.

In addition to using his writing to promote unity, Nazrul married a Hindu woman named
Promila. This inter-religious marriage set an example of others that it is possible for a Hindu
and a Muslim to live together in the same household and raise a family. Nazrul did not give
up hope even when he and his wife were denied a rental home in Kolkata and faced inequality
and discrimination due to their inter-faith marriage.

In India, 80% of the population is Hindu and approximately 20% is Muslim. It was common
for ongoing conflict and violence between Hindus and Muslims. Nazrul believed that human
beings should not be judged based on their religious background. He believed that someone’s
religion does not determine whether he or she is a good or bad person. In response to the
ongoing conflict, it was important for Nazrul to promote unity and end the violence between
Hindus and Muslims.

Hindu-Muslim harmony is vital in our world to prevent many terrible things from happening.
For instance, without harmony, there can be more wars, poverty, violence, inequality, and
deaths. Nazrul used his writings and music to convince others to believe in Hindu-Muslim
unity. Also, he demonstrated that unity is possible through his own inter-faith marriage.




Kazi Nazrul Islam - The Understood Enigma
Labeeba I. Rahman, 9th Grade

When stars gather too much matter, they explode and cause a supernova. Supernovae are a
source of many of the prime elements that can trigger and aid the creation of new stars. One
might say that Kazi Nazrul Islam is just like a supernova, and | would agree. The Rebel Poet
inspired many others to write, but his literature was no different in its individuality. With
courage and character, Nazrul wrote thousands of songs, poems, and more. Nazrul’'s most
famous work, Bidrohi, meaning “The Rebel”’, led to the beginning of his fame and
acknowledgment. This poem published in 1922 and this poem asserted a need for rebellion
against oppression in all of its forms. In Bidrohi Nazrul wrote:

“I shall uproot this miserable earth effortlessly and with ease;
And create a new universe of joy and peace;

Weary of struggles, |, the great rebel;

Shall rest in quiet only when | find;

The sky and the air free of the piteous groans of the oppressed”

Throughout the poem, Nazrul used metaphors and personification to declare the narrator as
a rebel and exude confidence and self-worth. These lines specifically resonated with me
because they summarize and portray his purpose in a few lines. By outrightly declaring the
narrator as “the great rebel”, Nazrul created the narrator to be different from the social norm,
but also a leader that can be followed. On the contrary, by saying that the “groans of the
oppressed” are “piteous,” Nazrul demonstrates the importance of connotation. When
analyzing this line of Bidrohi, many people may have different understandings as to what the
word “piteous” could imply. In some instances, when something is piteous, it deserves and
needs pity and compassion. However, in other circumstances, it might mean that someone is
seeking pity. Nazrul's specific word choice and his use of connotation are very meaningful and
vital towards understanding the purpose of his poems.

Another famous work of Nazrul is Srishti Shukher Ullashe, which translates to “The Ecstasy
of Creation.” Nazrul wrote this poem thanking Rabindranath Tagore, considering that Tagore
dedicated his play Basanta to Nazrul. | interpret this poem to be thankful for the life that the




narrator has while appreciating the world for its beauty. The title of this poem plays a large part
in construing the meaning. According to Oxford Languages, the word ‘ecstasy’ means an
overwhelming feeling of great happiness or joyful excitement. According to Merriam-Webster,
the word creation signifies something that is brought into existence. In simpler words, this
would

indicate that the title means the happiness that aids the formation of something new. This
simple meaning is portrayed throughout the actual poem. In the sixth stanza, Nazrul wrote:

“The ocean awakes, the desert rejoices today;
The wide earth shudders, and the forests sway”

Once again, Nazrul’s choice of words plays a substantial role in understanding what the poem
is about. With the use of words like “awakes” and “rejoices” that have positive implications,
Nazrul portrayed exuberance regarding the world. Looking specifically at the word “awakes”,
Nazrul was able to signify the creation of the ocean, while “rejoices” showed ecstasy. All of
Nazrul's works were written in Bangla, but many of them were translated into English. | am
analyzing English translations of his work, but none of the meanings differ, only the language.
Nazrul was heedful with the specific words he chose and the particular message he wanted
to depict.

Kazi Nazrul Islam didn’t become a renowned poet of Bengal or the national poet of
Bangladesh for nothing; he earned this through his remarkable writing. In addition to writing
poems published in newspapers, magazines etc., Nazrul also wrote thousands of songs and
many books. His book Bisher Banshi was published in August 1924 but was later banned by
the British Raj because of its sentiments and incitements to rebellion and lawbreaking.
Containing 27 poems, the book established Nazrul as the Rebel Poet, with compassion
towards the oppressed and expressed disdain of repressive rulers. Bisher Banshi translates
to “The Flute of Poison” and the cover depicted the title literally. Despite Bisher Banshi and his
other books being banned, they were secretly read and distributed, demonstrating that hiding
the truth is never fruitful. Before releasing his books noting his obvious distaste for British rule,
Nazrul was imprisoned in January of 1923 and charged with sedition. He was in jail for almost
a whole year, and his jail time was less than pleasant. In jail, Nazrul began a 40-day fast to
protest mistreatment from his British jail superintendent. He was eventually released in
December of the same year. During his time imprisoned, Nazrul composed copious poems
and songs. Nazrul's continuous bashing of British colonialism allowed him to criticize groups
like the Khilafat Movement and the Indian National Congress with notable acknowledgment.
This also enabled him to organize a socialist political party under the name of ‘Sramik Praja
Swaraj Dal’ along with Muzaffar Ahmed.

Before writing this article, the most that | knew about Nazrul Shangeet. | have performed two
of his songs before; Momer Putul and Jai Jhilmil Jhilmil. If I'm being honest, for a long time, |
thought that Amar Sonar Bangla, the national anthem of Bangladesh, was written by Nazrul
and not Rabindranath Tagore. | have always been curious about who Kazi Nazrul Islam truly
was, and writing this article enabled me to learn about him and his rebellious tendencies. |
was able to learn about his influential poetry, his revolutionary songs, and his subversive
behavior. Nazrul’s inclination to help others despite their social status or the color of their skin




describes him as a man who was advanced for the time he lived in. He was and will be an
inspiration to the people across the globe, and will forever be commemorated as the National
Poet of Bangladesh. Kazi Nazrul Islam, truly a supernova, the understood enigma.
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Nazrul: The Sad, Rebellious and Youthful Poe
Madhobee Kabir, 9th Grade

Kazi Nazrul Islam, commonly known as Nazrul, Rebel Poet or Bidrohi Kobi, and Sad
Man or Dhuko Mian, was a Bengali poet, famous for his writings, music, and
revolutionary poetry which often demonstrated a profound rebellion against
oppression of humans through heinous acts of slavery, hatred, and traditions found
within society and culture. As a practicing Muslim, Nazrul also centered many poems
around religion, connecting Islam to the modern life and enabled many people to
experience the same connection. Leaving the world with his remarkable, courageous
works, Kazi Nazrul Islam is remembered to this day, as an inspiration and symbol of
strength to mankind.

Born on May 24, 1899 to a Bengali, Muslim, and poor family in Churulia, Burdwan
District, Kazi Nazrul Islam received religious education and served as someone who
calls for prayer, or a muezzin in a local mosque during his early years. He was able
to learn and develop interests about poetry, drama, and literature while working in a
local theatrical group called Letor Dal, where they performed Leto, a kind of folk
music. Around the later years in 1917, he joined the British Indian Army, serving as
the 49th Bengal Regiment for three years and was posted in the Karachi
Cantonment. During this time period, he read of the great writers like Tagore, Hafez.
He also studied Bengali, Sanskrit, Arabic, Persian, as well as learnt Hindustani
classical music, all without having a formal degree in education.

After his period of serving in the British India Army during the World War |, he
travelled to Calcutta to be a journalist, in which he remained the position for several
years. His first poem was published in 1919, called “Mulkti” (Freedom), by the
Bengali Muslim Literary Journal (Bangiya Mussalman Sahitya Samiti). From 1922, he




edited Dhumketu, a bi-weekly magazine, where he worked closely with other young
Muslim writers but also had Tagore remain a primary influence on him. He called for
revolution through his poetic pieces, such as the famous “Bidrohi" (The Rebel),
“‘Banghar Gaan” (The Song of Destruction), and “Dhumketu” (The Comet), where he
displayed his frustration of the British Raj due to suffering frequent imprisonment for
his consistent participation in the Indian Independence Movement. During one of
these times in jail, he wrote “Rajbandir Jabanbandi” (Deposition of a Political
Prisoner), where his strong feelings against imperialism are displayed. Critical of
other forms of oppression, Nazrul was also spiteful of the Khilafat movement for its
“religious fundamentalism” as he was of the Indian National Congress for its religious
orthodoxies and faint position on the British.

Nazrul fell in love with Pramila Debi, who was a resident of Comilla (Now in
Bangladesh) and married her in 1924, which sparked controversy due to religious
differences. Nonetheless, he still created works and was able to bring variety to
Bangla music, ranging from classical to folk. He was able to reintroduce and establish
Bengali Ghazal and was even able to mix in Arabic and Persian works significantly.
Simultaneously, he wrote a series of songs devoted to the Hindu Goddess, Kali,
remaining popular to this day. Further extending his abilities, Kazi Nazrul Islam also
worked with films, playing a character, co-directing, and composing music, in such
films like Dhruva, Mukti, and Tagore’s Gora.

However, Nazrul suffered several sad tragedies within his life. Out of his four sons,
two of them passed in their youth, and his wife suffered paralysis at a young age and
died before Nazrul. At 43 years old, Nazrul started to lose voice and memory to an
undetermined illness, which was later discovered to be Pick's Disease by a leading
neurosurgeon, Dr. Hans Hoff, in Vienna, Austria. The rare, incurable,
neurodegenerative disorder caused a major recession to Nazrul’'s health, forcing him
to stay in isolation in India. Accepting the Government of Bangladesh's invitation,
Nazrul and his family moved to Dhaka in 1972, where he died four years later, on
29th August, 1976. His third son was the only one to outlive him, but it is believed that
his sons hold something very personal to him; his beliefs, given by their names:
Krishna Mohammad, Arindam Khaled (Bulbul), Kazi Sabyasachi and Kazi Aniruddha.
Kazi Nazrul Islam’s works revolved around a variety of themes, consisting of
freedom, love, religion, and intense oppositions against fundamentalism and any
form of bigotry. His revolt against the British Rule was a consistent factor sending him
to jail oftentimes. Nazrul also wrote short stories, novels, and essays, but was best
known for his passionate, revolutionary poems and songs, embedded in the hearts of




the people. He established new forms of songs like Bengali Ghazals that changed
the landscape of Bengali modern songs. He wrote and composed music for nearly
4000 of his songs which are collectively known as Nazrul Sangeet, or Nazrul Songs
which are greatly popular to this day. Even though Nazrul suffered several tragedies
in his lifetime and got only 20 years of active literary life due sudden illness at the age
of 42, his passionate works and words remain to this day, inspiring many, especially
the Bengali youth.

Analysis of Bidrohi

“Wait, this sounds familiar?” | thought to myself as | read through the poem Bidrohi
by the famous, inspiring Bengali poet, Kazi Nazrul Islam. | realized that | have not
heard this poem once or twice in my life, but several times, that when | read the poem
for the first time, my mind automatically read it in Kazi Sabyasachi’s voice, who was
Kazi Nazrul's son. Growing up, my Baba often played recitations of Nazrul’'s poems,
whether it was on a weekend or on car rides, and even recited them himself, so | am
very familiar with some of them. One of those poems is Bidrohi, where | never really
looked deep into it until | was given a chance to learn more about Kazi Nazrul Islam
as a person.

Nazrul uses a variety of metaphors to demonstrate courage and integrity. In the
poem, he calls himself many things, often things that are very intense and powerful.
One example is when he says, “l am the hurricane, | am the cyclone, | destroy all that
| found in the path!” | love what these lines mean because they demonstrate
confidence and effectively grasps Nazrul's passionate rebellion against various
forms of oppression. This does not mean he is a natural disaster, but it shows that he
is bright, dominating, and no one can destroy him. He has courage and believes he
is unstoppable, and that any sort of oppression would not prevent him from doing
anything. Nazrul continues to call himself crazy things throughout the poem like in the
example mentioned, but is it to show an emphasis of his feelings and truly capture the
itsenity in which he hopes others can see.




Nazrul: the Whitman of Bengal
Rivona Haider, 10th Grade

Kazi Nazrul Islam is the national poet of Bangladesh. Popularly known as Nazrul. Bangladesh
emerged as a secular, socialist state in 1971 through a bloody war. Except Nazrul, who could
be the national poet of such a secular state? Therefore, after independence, the father of the
nation, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, invited Nazrul to Bangladesh, and gave him the status of
national poet.

Kazi Nazrul Islam was born on May 24th, 1899 in West Bengal, now part of India. Nazrul spent
his childhood in poverty. As a result, he was engaged in various professions, which included
working in a bakery from an early age. He also worked as a muezzin (The muezzin is the
person who gives the call to prayer at a mosque). Along with Nobel Prize winner Rabindranath
Tagore, he was also the ultimate standard of Bengali intellect. At a young age, he joined the
rural theatrical group, Letor Dal, under the supervision of his uncle. He used to say to Nazrul,
“One day my froglet will become a snake!” And just like his words stated, the same event
happened in the near future. No other poet in his time has become so popular in India. Nazrul
reached the peak of his popularity at a young age.

The people of subjugated India were struggling with various social inequalities, disgrace of
subjugation, religious conflicts, and caste discrimination. Moreover, due to the British rule, the
door to European enlightenment opened for India before Nazrul's birth. As a result, India at
that time was desperate to make a new society by erasing the disgrace of subjugation,
religious conflicts, and caste discrimination and Bengal played the role of pioneer. Nazrul was
able to become the true spokesman of that nation. He has captivated the minds of the nation
with poems, songs, plays, novels, and essays. Nazrul's skill in wordplay and rhyming in his
poems was astonishing. Nazrul's poems are the ultimate expression of how profound and
beautiful the Bengali language can be.




He has written over five hundred excellent Shyama songs for the Hindu people and also wrote
many magnificent Islamic songs for Muslim people. Other than religious songs, he has
composed songs on various topics including love, nature, and family. Nazrul has composed
over 3,000 songs and most of which he has composed by himself.

On the one hand, he writes about the Hindu goddess Kali (Shyama):

My body is an incense stick and the name Shyama caught fire on it. The more it burns, the
more fragrance spreads around.

Devotion continues to rise like the incense

To reach the haven to touch the holy feet of the mother Shyama.

On the other hand, he wrote,

Bury me next to the mosque, brother.

As if | could hear the call of Muezzin from the grave. Devout brothers will go past my grave,

| will hear the holy sounds of walking.

Nazrul was, in fact, extremely secular. From the very beginning he was a swordsman against
imperialisms and social injustice. That is why he wrote:

'The helpless nation is drowning, does not know how to swim, Pioneer! Today | will see your
dedication to free to the motherland!

"Are they Hindus or Muslims?"—How can someone ask this question? Pioneer! People are
drowning, say ‘all are the child of my mother’.

In 1922, Nazrul published his famous poem Anandamoyir Agamone in his own magazine
‘Dhumketu’. The British government banned the magazine, and sentenced Nazrul to one-year
rigorous imprisonment. When Nazrul went on trial, he submitted a statement in the court. This
statement has gained special literary status under the name of 'Confession of a Political
Prisoner'. In his confession, Nazrul wrote, "l have been charged with treason, convicted for
treachery against the king, and sentenced to serve as a prisoner of the king.... | am a poet
sent by God to reveal His untold truth and revitalize His creation. A poet’s voice is the voice of
God and my message is the truth by God. It may be proscribed by the king. But, in the eyes
of truth, my message does not violate the ruling of truth and justice. Whereas the king may
find me guilty, in God’s judgment | am innocent, and my message would be saluted as
ever-shining, everlasting, unblemished eternal truth...”

In 1942 Nazrul was seriously infected by Pix Disease. As a result, he lost his speech and had
to stay away from literary work till his death. At the same time, he lost his mental balance.
Throughout his life, he was deeply loved and successful, his work reached the hearts of
millions of people and gained a lot of respect. Nazrul, the great writer, poet of humanity,
rebellious poet, and poet of love, died on August 29, 1986. He was buried in Dhaka, the capital
of Bangladesh.




Nazrul-The Rebel Poet
Rakin Elahi, 7th Grade

Kazi Nazrul Islam became the “National poet of Bangladesh” in 1972. His poems and
revolutionary songs immensely motivated millions of Bangladeshi’s during the movement for
Bangladesh’s emancipation. Our poet was born on May 24, 1899, in India whilst under the
British rule. At age 18 (1917) Kazi Nazrul Islam joined the British Indian army and later posted
in Karachi. He left the army in the 1920 to chase after his dream of being a poet. He moved to
Kolkata, India and started working as a journalist. The most well-known poem he wrote was
“Bidrohi” (“The Rebel”) and it was published in Bijili (Thunder) magazine in 1922. Since the
theme of the poem was rebelliousness, it struck a chord with the Bengalis. Therefore, this
poem became an anthem for independence from the British rule. A similar thing happened 24
years later (1971) during the liberation war of Bangladesh. Nazrul's poems were used in the
service of independence once more.

Early Life

Kazi Nazrul Islam was born into a Muslim family to mother Zahida Khatun and father Kazi
Fageer Ahmed. His father served as the Imam and a caretaker at a local mosque. Nazrul
studied in a Maktab which was run by a mosque, and then attended a Madrasa run by a
Dargah. Here he received education on subjects such as theology, Islamic philosophy, as well
as reading and practicing the Quran and Hadith. At age 10 (1909) he lost his father. To support
the family, he started working as the new caretaker of the mosque, where his father used to
work, and he also worked as the muezzin at the mosque. Later on, Nazrul joined his Uncle
Fazle Karim’s traveling theatrical group where he learned acting and started writing songs and
poetry for the play. This then led to his exposure to Sanskrit and Bengali literature as well
Hindu religion. In 1910 he left the theater to go to “Searsole Raj High School” in Ranigan;,
Asansol. He later enrolled in “Mathrun High English School,” where he studied under a poet
named Kumudranjan Mallik, who was the headmaster of the High school. However, Nazrul
had to quit his education, since he couldn’t pay for his studies, subsequently, he joined a
group of folk artists called “Kaviyals.” In 1914 he joined another school named “Darirampur
School”, and there he studied Sanskrit, Bengali, Persian, and Arabic literature.

Career :

In 1920 Nazrul left the British Indian Army and moved to Kolkata, India. In 1922, Nazrul wrote
a revolutionary Bengali poem titled “Bidrohi,” which is considered his most popular work. He
continued writing many such revolutionary poems, which gained the majority of his popularity.




On August 12, 1922, he started his own magazine titled “Dhumketu,” which served as a
platform for his works. On January 23, 1923, Nazrul was charged with sedition by the British,
and he was titled a “rebel poet.” His time in jail didn’t stop him from making poems and he
continued composing more rebellious poems and songs. Therefore, some of his books are
banned and he was imprisoned. While in the jail in 1923, he started a 40-day fast, claiming
that one of the jail superintendents had abused his power. In December 1923, he was
released and in 1924 he published a book titled “Bisher Banshi”, which was banned once
again by the British. He also motivated people to raise their voices against British rule, and he
eventually made a socialist political party called “Sramik Praja Swaraj Dal,” along with
Muzaffar Ahmed, who was another revolutionary. On April 25, 1924, he got married to Pramila
Devi who was a Hindu woman, who belonged to the “Brahmo Samaj,” which was the societal
component of Brahmoism (a monotheistic reformist movement of the Hindu religion). In
December 1925, he started publishing a weekly newspaper called “Langal,” and served as
chief editor. In 1926, he settled down in Krishnanagar along with his family. Kazi Nazrul Islam
then stated to experiment with Urdu and Persian poetry and composed the first set of Bengali
ghazals. His ghazals are short poems consisting of rhyming couplets (which are (o quote
dictionary.com,) “a pair of successive lines of verse, especially a pair that rhyme and are of the
same length”), called Bayt. In 1930 he was once again given charges for sedition for
publishing his book called “Pralayshikha”. This book was later banned by the British
government.

Legacy :

On August 29, 1976, Kazi Nazrul Islam died from a disease called Pick's disease, which
WebMD states that it “is a kind of dementia similar to Alzheimer's but far less common. It
affects parts of the brain that control emotions, behavior, personality, and language”. He is
remembered to be the “Bidrohi Kobi” (Rebel Poet), and many educational institutions and
other centers of learning have been established in his memory, such as “The Nazrul
Endowment.” It was made to preserve his ideals and his large collection of works. 4 years
before he died (1972) he was declared Bangladesh’s national poet, and in 1976 Bangladesh
honored him with “Ekushey Padak” (the country’s second-highest civilian award).
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Life of Kazi Nazrul Islam, a Poet of Change
Rayan Y Kuddus, 8th Grade

Kazi Nazrul Islam is one of the best-known poets in Bangladesh. He has written short stories,
novels and essays but is better known for songs, poems and ghazals. He is the national poet
Bangladesh but before this, things were not always great for him and did not grow up in an
ideal situation.

Kazi Nazrul Islam was born on May 24, 1899. He was born in the village of Churulia, Asonsal
Sadar, Paschim Bardhaman district of the Bengal Presidency (now in West Bengal, India). He
was born to mother Zahida Khatun and father is Kazi Faqueer Ahmed, who had three sons
(including Nazrul), and a daughter. His father was the Imam and the caretaker of a mosque.
His family was not wealthy, but he continued to with his studies up to grade 10. He struggled
in his life in many ways. Therefore, his name was called “Dhukumiah”.

There were a lot of poets in Bengali culture but Nazrul was a great exception. Nazrul’s
exception is that he was a poet, soldier, musician, journalist, socialist, philosopher and cultural
person. One person with different expertise is amazing.

He wrote a lot of articles, songs, poems in many newspapers, such as in 1334 (Bengali year),
he wrote songs in weekly Ganobani. One of the famous songs he wrote in Ganobani was:

“Orau orau Lal Nishan. Dulao Moder Rakta Pataka. Boria Batash Juri Biman".

Nazrul respected another world known poet named Rabindranath Tagore. He wrote a poem
to Rabindranath, “Aji hote sathaborsho age ke kabi, sharan tomi korichele amadere anurage”.

Similarly, Rabindranath dedicated his book “Basantho”, a drama book, to Nazrul.
Nazrul not only created extraordinary literature to ascertain his belief and commitment, he

even set examples through his life to prove it. He faced a severe financial crisis throughout his
life and wrote a poem on it called “Poverty”. In his poem “Poverty” he wrote:




“O poverty the pain you conflicted upon me turned me into a saint,
bestowed upon me the honor of Christ as he was adorned with the crown of thorns”,

He then wrote “As | burn in hell fire, | smile like a freshly blooming flower”.

With these verses Nazrul meant that he was totally undefeatable and under extreme adverse
situations he would be reborn with a renewed spirit. Nazrul was a God sent versatile genius
and his messages are eternal.

In 1922, Nazrul wrote his famous poem “Bidrohi”. Few translated verses of this poem are
given below showing his determination of not to surrender to any oppression.

“Bolo bir bolo unnata momo shir.
Shir nehari amair,
Noto-shir oi shikhor himadrir”.

Nazrul came, and he owned every person’s heart and then he left. On his last day of literary
life, he wrote “Ami kobi hote asini, ami neta hote asini, | came to disburse love to the people”.

Kazi Nazrul Islam was known as the “Rebel Poet” not merely because of his fiery language,
or because of his desire to liberate Bengal from the British. Nazrul was a rebel because he
refused to bow to anyone. Kazi Nazrul Islam’s writings cover a wide range of themes such as
freedom, love, humanity and revolution. Nazrul Islam was against all kinds of religious bigotry
and fundamentalism.

We also have to his credit some of his extraordinary literary creations. He wrote many novels
in his lifetime, several short stories, essays, letters but he is most well known for his
revolutionary songs and poetry. He is wrote nearly 4000 songs and composed many of his
own songs. Nazrul’'s iconic poetic prose is characterized by the subtle use of Arabic and
Persian words in Bengali Poetry.

In 1942, a tragic unfolding of events made Nazrul Islam lose his tongue and thereafter his
health began to deteriorate steadily. After the independence of Bangladesh, Kazi Nazrul Islam
and his family were brought to Bangladesh in 1972. Nazrul and his family were offered
Bangladeshi citizenship and later he was also declared the national poet of Bangladesh.
Nazrul Islam passed away on 29th August 1976. Based on wish to be buried beside a
mosque, Nazrul was laid to rest beside the a mosque near Dhaka University

I am honored to write this article about Kazi Nazrul Islam. My love, respects to Kazi Nazrul
Islam.




Poem Review: “Bidrohi”
Syeda Shahrin Chishty, 10th Grade

In December 1921, Kazi Nazrul Islam wrote one of his most famous works, “Bidrohi”
which translates to “The Rebel”. “Bidrohi” is a revolutionary poem with a powerful
message against oppression and bigotry. This poem involves the ideas of love,
romanticism, and heroism. It also dives into the philosophy of the religions Hinduism
and Islam. Nazrul Islam strongly emphasizes the equal importance and equality of
both sexes in life along with the confluence of their roles. Through this poem, Nazrul
portrayed himself as a hero and defender of those who are powerless and needy.
Through this poem he also attested the capability of all people to take heroic actions.
“Bidrohi” is a beautiful poem that brings people from all times, countries, and
backgrounds to unite for humanity.
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Statement and History of

North America Nazrul Conference (NANC)

The North America Nazrul Conference is a platform of the North America Nazrul Conference
Committee (NANCC). The Conference is non-political and is not tainted by the very
deep-rooted differences in domestic political affiliations among Bangladeshis. The
Conference offers researchers, lectures, seminars, singers, poets, and dancers the chance to
gather and exchange Nazrul's creative work through performances, consistent with the
mission statement of the NANCC.

The first conference was organized by the Shoukhin Cultural Group of New Jersey, in the
year 1990. Subsequent to this a breakthrough event, an ad-hoc North America Nazrul
Conference Committee (NANCC) was formed. During the second Nazrul Conference (1992),
hosted by Taranga of Boston, the ad-hoc committee was transformed into a full-blown
committee consisting of about twenty members. The committee has been sponsoring
two-day conference in different cities in US and Canada more or less once every two years
usually during the Memorial Day Holidays to coincide with Nazrul Islam's birth day of May
24. The third conference was hosted in Washington DC in 1994 and the current 18th
conference is being hosted in New York. Since then, the Nazrul conference committee is
continuing every other year, as listed below:







6th NAN_C._\Conference (1999)




6th NANC Conference (1999)
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